g

’Today is April 22nd
is Side 1. :
So, Martha H&§$&E§g your Grandmother.

Rebecca:

@igniss

and this is an intervie

{nd Paul Neuani 1s your Grandfff&ff;,//*

ra I‘,/ (£

'Leilanii (EIQ)\)\S’QB w\g)

w with Rebecca Pau and this

“LellanE//Nuaann/ it N

Rebecca:

amuel Paul—

Leilani:
This is on Annie's side - your mom's side.

Rebecca:
Right.

iéilani:

Oh, my goodness this has all the birthdates and everything.

Rebecca:
Yea.
Leilani:
This must have been amazing for you to £ingd.
Rebecca:
No, No, my cousin sent over.
Leilani:
So the K is Kean® and the W is Warn@.
Rebecca:
Yea. So this is the birtdate.
Leilani:
We approximated the birthdate.
Rebecca:
~ Yea. What I gave you I was just guessing, but
Leilani:
What does this mean!
Rebecca:
Well, see, actually he took someone elses name
that is his original name, but this first name
see, he didn't want to mggggg%e trip so he was
he was %3 - the origina;/passport - so he took
because he was too young yet.
Leilani:

here they.

when he came over. Well,
he took - the passport -
young - he was only 18 and
his passport to come over

u‘mﬂe
So this person didn't need his passport anymore.prmasdéhaﬁa- So he

became T@omaqulhang.
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Rebecca:

Yea. You see he's an immigrant, right% Then he did't want to come over
S0 he took his Passport.

Leilani:

How do you say this name!,

Rebecca:
Esteban,
Leilani:
Anogakal
Rebecca: Tnong .
I thought they just say N—£, but I don't know.

Leilani:

Did you ever hear your father tell you stories - your grandfather ever
tell you stories about that?

Rebecca:

Yea, he said he did, that was all he said. That's like what you said,
after he come here it was kinda lost here. He had no contact back home.

I Bon't know if he knew the address or whatever it is, but he was unable
to corresspond until he found some of his relatives from the P.T. The
new immigrants that come here and this is how he inquired about their
families.

Leilani:

I need to ask some questions on these pages.

On Page #1 there is a question on whether this Martha is Martha Medeiros,
Martha Keawe or Martha Waipa.

Rebecca:

- Her name is MarthaKalawe. Martha Waipa Raiawe. (Kaiawe)

Leilani:

Are there any other questions that you want to change on this page”,
Rebecca:

Ah, no, no, no.

Leilani:

Page 2,

Rebecca:

It's gotta g0 the other way around. My dad's last name. And the dog's
name is Goofy.

8558 bige .
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Rebecca:

Well, actually what I meant there, what I could remember, he was quiet.
He didn't talk much about nis family or friends. But -

Leilani:

You mean at the bottom of the page - about your father -

Rebecca:

I didn't mean that he was quiet. If he see anyone he see anybody he'll
talk. But then the point is that he didn*t talk, explain much about his
family. He didn't talk to us much about his real family and friends.
So in that catagory my daddy was not a quiet man because 1if he sees you
Oh, boy, he, you know, ne'll just get into the conversation.

Leilani:

Then you can't get him to quiet down.

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

I'm really glad you clarified that. »
On Page 3. Any spelling errors'. I know this cemetary is Homelani.
Rebecca: )

Oh yea. OK, I think in the geneology 1t doesn't say when they were

married. Them - my Dad and my Mor.

Leilani:

It just said '95.

Rebecca:

1895. So, if the first child was born 1925.
Leilani:

No, it doesn't say when Joseph was born because he just died.

Rebecca:

I think they just lost the birth certificate then, because I think he

was born the year before.

Leilani:

Joseph was born a year before Annabell.

Rebecca:

Yea. I've got to be sure. So probably they got married before '25 then.

I know I said '25, but I think I got the date - you could figure these
up. If my brother was born in 1924 so they must be married around 1922 or

around there. You can figure that out. 1923, I said 1924.
Leilani:
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Leilani:

And then Yolanda was born how many years after Annabell™
Rebecca:

Probably two.

Leilani:

That would make it 1927.

Rebecca:

Probably, yea.

Does it say there when my Mom died.

Leilani:

Annie. No, it doesn't say. It just gave her birth.

Rebecca: QT

I think it was after the great quake. It was in X846, I think.
Leilani:

Page 4.

Rebecca:

I'm not sure if she was raised in Kapaahu or Panau - again, I'm not

sure. Talking about her Mom.

Leilani:

Annie. How do you spell Panau’,

Rebecca: Poupow WKg

I'm not too sure. You know what I mggn‘;or-@pvuka because that was

XK&%%EEKXXXKK family estate. Becauseiﬁggzuka is the mountain side,
lbﬁgggkaé-is the ocean side where the National Park took part of it.

too

the

So where she was raised, as I say I don't know %F she was raised in Ka'u
/

or where., My mom wis born < raced in ':““agfjﬁ'}&f“l ’(jillcj.

Leilani:

It's your Mama you don't remember’.
Rebecca:

No, my Mom's Mom. I'm not too sure.
Leilani:

Ok. Page 4 is oK except for the place Annie's mom was born.
Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

Page 5.

That-place (5 now Khowp
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Rebecca:

Now this is the correct name.

Leilani:
The correct name for the child. Which one is it
So it is Joseph . How do you pronounce the last part

of the name™

(Spelling of name)

Rebecca:

He did get sick before he died. Not she.

Leilani: . PR

So his name meant "lightning of the four corners of the eaxrth."
Rebecca:

Yea. Now this is the one - Yolanda Kapuaena.

Kapuaenaopele.

Kapu - she was very sick.

I was trying to think of what it meant. The sacred glow or the sacred
glow of Pele, I think. I forget what it was.

Leilani:

Did your mama talk about that\‘

Rebecca: .

She talked about the Kapu, remember what I told you. About - like for
instance - she get the Kukul nut. When we were young they used herbs to
cure. They used the sap of the kukul to clear out the toxins from the

system. So in this case the two - the names, the given names - I think

I recall my mom saying when they get the kukui, when they pluck the

kukui with the little twigs of the tree, they make sure there were five
nuts in a bunch, gotta be on one on these twigs. Cannot be six, seven or
ten, it has to be five. That's what they bring home and this is where the;
get the sap %ggtagenntﬂsy drop the sap into the spoon and with her finger
she rubbed itAto takéjaway the toxins. That is what she told me Kapu -

I think everything she told me had to do with fire. I think she told me
about her clothing. She washed her clothing - my mom cannot combine her
clothing with the rest of the family. It is the child, because the name
is so sacred. I don't know it is just like kapu - you cannot. But they

ﬁﬁgwigoxo%obﬁg%§’tgﬁdkapu, you get very sick and until, like my grandmoth:

she offered up prayer and it breaks the kapu. So, as I say, when she died
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it was very mysterious. My mother told me that both my brother and my
sister said they just got sick and even doctors at that time, if they
cannot cure sickness, say "Oh, this Hawaiian®s sick and any kind of
medicine would not help the child."
Leilani:
So it was meaning that it was an Hawaiian sickness or that only Hawaiian
herbs that would cure it",
Rebecca:
Well, what he meant was that Hawaiian sickness can only be cured by
prayer. Probably would give herbs. That's why the medical
doctors - it's surprising because they believe in it because they can't
cure it. So they would say not Hawaiian sick but kanaka sick. So right
away they would &now, you know what I mean. It's not connected to any
kind of disease.
Leilani:
So, they are almost saying that it is a spirit thing.
Rebecca:
Exactly, exactly.
Leilani:
That's what a Western doctor would say!,
Rebecca:
Exactly. You know what I mean - you have some doctors, some Western
doctors, that they believe in it because I guess they see so much of it
after they treat the Hawaiian people and they just can't cure it. The
. medicine they give just won't cure it and then right away they say this
\_ii_igfifi—fiégz)so the Hawaiians didn't know what they would do - like
in ¢ case of my grandmother where the - where she knew how to
} she prays and so wh?nﬂigscgzgys the child would gradually get better.
\lj So that's why beforé?they seldom go to doctors. The Hawaiians knew how
to more or less how to cure anything. The funniest thing is that I know
that my mom and my dad, whenever the child gets sick, grandmother used
to tell them - you know sometimes it is between the husband and the wife -

ﬁ?ff they have to take xkz gperhaps the_g;égwsgg>something that they had for-
- gotten and so what my grandmother used to tell them you have to forgive
X
one another, because/they don't forgive one another - see like they says -

They would leave evil spirits - it's just like the sickness usually grew

on the person that was weak. When they say weak, I don't know what they ¥he
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When they say weak, I guess, I don't know if they meant weak spiritually
of if they meant Physically. I think they mean that bad energy we=x Would
come on one of the child. I &now that is how my mother and my dad thinks.
fhey would talk it over and whatever bad feelings théy would have with
each other, that's what my grandmother used to tell them - and it worked!
In the case of us — ____ children.

Leilani:

Amazing.

Rebecca:

Well it is amazing. See My mom, my grandmother, she believed so much in
this thing. And I guess if you believe it's going to work.

And in those daks they didn't have much docotors - only one doctor to
take care of what you used to call the Oé&é&éospital and there was one
doctor who took care of all the ratients in Puna area, but they didn't
have much patients that time, you know. Just imagine one doctor because
you see people at that time more or less B kﬁgk’how to care
for themselves by means of herbs. It was most when they see the doctor,
a serious kind of sickness. But cold and all that, they managed to do
laff;u and whatever, they managed to do it by themselves.

Leilani:

So, back to Page #5. Any other corrections”

Rebecca:

I don't think so, I don't see any more.

Only Kapgahu is spelled wrong.

I wish I knew and her birthday. I don't know if she came from
Kapaahu or if she was born in Ka'u. Not too sure.

Leilani:

Here remember listing what were your grandparents' names} Is it Martha

Haah id.



siiusiview wliln Kebecca Pau Tape 2

" April 22, 1990

Page 7

Leilani:

Hauhi

Rebecca:

Yes. :

Martha Hawvhia - what's her last name' Punahoa, that's right.

Leilani:

Punahoa - spelling. P-u-n-a-h-o0-a, that's right.

Now, on the next page -- There's an expression that:you use when you
are talking about your grandfather. You talked a lot about your grand-
father in those days - the bad days. Chuck asked me if you mean they
were having a hard time financially or there wasn't enough food or
maybe that was the reason they moved to Kapaahaul

Rebecca:

No, no, those bad days, my mom said - those days men, when they drink,
my grandfather got violent so he was violent. He abused my grandmother,
that's what I meant. That's what she said. You know, kids when they
grow up they remember the bad things. You know, it sticks in your mind,
I don't blame mom, the way he really abused my grandmother.
That's what she remembered because he drinks. It's not the drinking

all the time but I guess sometimes maybe when he get with some

family members and they sit and they drink and they got a lot of

booze, you know. Sometimes you see these Hawaiian people - I know -

I've seen them - I've seen it happen. See, they usually harbor ill
feelings about an o0ld family member - it can be cousin, it can be
brothers, but you know they harbor these ill feeling and then when it
comes - in those days we have luau - get-toghther either for marriage

or for baby party or, like I say, Christmas or New Year - that's when

a lot of feasting and I notice that as I was growing up - as a young

girl - when they go to parties like that and because of the ill feel-
ings that they had for member of their family, when they under influence
of liquor, then it just - tempers get hot and all those bad things just
come out. They would say evil things about the other person and then
what happens they get into a big fight. The Hawaiian luau is not like
%gaﬁelik%hXSE §¥e{8mgﬁgénl?'ngggr%ike a party. It's not like nowdays’
They sit on the table, they drink, they the table, they entertain,
they have nice fun and then they get the booze start going around they
get drinking a lot and then they get hot and then they start picking,.



Interview with Rebecca Pau

dpril 22, 1990

Page 8

picking, picking fight get started - they talk about the past - theat's
what they used to do. And then the tempers on both sides get heated

up and they get into a physical fight. You know, if you're on the

table and believe you me, if you are on the table and they want to

get the person on the other side, they just overturn the table! They
just go over there and they just get into a fist fight and they just
throw blows and wrestle and I says "Ah!" And after that the other says
"where 1s hel" Qeshuf 4o Play the music, play the music. You see over
there, fight. So we try to play the music to drown out. Then they try
to seperate the two and stop the fighting and then afterwards maybe one
they pick up and send him home. "That's when they come out with their
bad feelings. So now parties are good, good clean fun. Because you see
why, they have different people there, but before it was mostly family.
Because they didn't have people to come from far away. So it's the
amount of community that they have. They feel that because they are
under the influence of liguor then that can be bad. thing.s Cl-h--E

M my grandfather

i
{

married my grandmother, she was only 15 years old. She was young - he

was pretty old and he was married before. Whether he had any chlldren
of his own, I do not know. I only heard my mom say he had step- chlldren.
Probably his first wife had had children. Probably he was about double
my mom's - my grandmother!s age. She was 15 - he was probably in his

: qi;I-l!I-lIII--llll-IIl-II--iI.-j!-i-iiu..ﬁ...i-iﬁ..-iiiﬁ.[
30's.

!!ee!r-by-Heu-Huui!!ihiI guess it was hard times - like Hawaiians, normall;
they hre happy- go- lucky people. Once they get their booze there they are -
it's all gone. So this is what I meant about the bad days.

Leilani:
OK. The next page - you are talking about your grandparents. They are
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coming down the mountain. Another question that we had was "where did
your grandparents stay when they came down the mountain.,"

Rebecca:

They stayed with us.

Leilani:

So they stayed with you in Kapaahu.

Rebecca:

Yea, yea, the house. Remember I told you about the house. That it was
a plantation house.

Leilani:

About how much time digd they spend up in Volcano and how much time in

the housem

Rebecca:
That's a good question. I think until the food supply ran out.
Leilani:

So about a week or two, C— Lt ailinny Greoled D P 1o

Rebecca: L o

Yea, abo‘ut thg;c’;’ PO o
W h ""

Leilani:

% o p R
® Then they came back for about a week or two and then they would go back.
/ . g

S0 about’equal time?, -

"Rebecea:

Yea, right. About equal time. But, like I said, once they get their
crops planted, like the taro, you know, well then they know when to
g0 back again. I don't know if they have much weeds at the time. I
recall that my grandmother, she would stay longer with us at times, @
She would make potato field and collect potato. You see, that's wlhate
they eat. They plant crop that they could eat so potato mx is for By

‘fbw—lying area. A dry area. Taro is in the mountain because it is = #ea»
oisture. Around Royal Gardeq - ¢around that areas I don't know the name

of the place because - yea. it's gotta be mmk@xx@migx Poupou. Then it PN

§§ys the name of the plad® is P&hpouuka - Spelling is Poupou Uka is o

Separate. Uka mean mountain side. 2

I%ilani: .. RS

Tﬁat was what I was wondering about. Here on Page 9 it says - you are

talking about the inefficient way of drying of fish. Your uncle and

other members of your family traded. So you were talking about what
the food thewtraded was
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Like I said, fish or like they go hunting for wild pigs, wild cows,
and goats.

Leilani:

So those were all the things that they could'dry?

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

So, the fish and the meats - and the meats were wild cow, goats and
pigs.

Rebecca:

What I meant when I say they use powder, what I meant by powder was
dynamite. )

Leilani:

So, down at the bottom of this page you said "Your grand-

mother's nephew”
Rebecca:

. _ , utuou
Bully. Yea, your right but X 1t and write makuna. On the rlght Pipirura.
Leilani:
First line or second line?
Rebecca: .
ulwa
Second line. Pipi - yea;, yea, the accent on the pipi a3wa. That's what

Maybe ohia \

they used, yea, long pole. /They get squidor what you call $2L4 they
pound.
Leilani:
So down at the bottom, who's the nephew? Your grandmother's nephew that
lived right across the street? "Oul onanui". Right. .
Rebecca:
Anyway, she wouldn't come in, but they would watch the sea for enemy
ship if enemy ship would come in. That's what they would do, right?
I guess they would watch at sea if enemy ship would come in. They didn't
see enemy ship come in. They would watch and see if enemy ship would
come in. In fact, what my dad was worklng/USED they used to call

for 50 cents per hour. That's when he was working. I don't

know what the term means now. I don't know what the term now means;
something defense.

Leilani:

The next question I have is "A couple of pages away. Do you have any-

thing on ah --- (phone dialing). Hi. This is Lei.How are you doing?
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Good. I'm at Aunty Pau's and she asked me if you would like to come
over? We are doing interview and she is telling me some stories about
her childhood down in Kalapana area, where we were last night. Sooo,
you're very welcome to come, it will be kinda fun. Oh, ok. Uh hu (Lei,
I can't think how to spell!) A while. Yea. I'd really say come on
over. I'd really say come on over. OK. If you come, we usually go out
towards Paradise Park and left on Maku'u Street. There is no sign. No,
you are goingin opposite direction. You turn right, you're goingup
toward the highway,Yes. You go out the driveway and you turn right.
You take 14th all the way down. The next intersection is Maku'u, then
you turn right - now you are going towards the highway. You go up to
3lst Street and you turn left. How many houses are you in?, Aunty?
Rebecca:

Two.

Leilani:

Two houses in on the left. It's a very well kept yard and my car is
parked out back. Yea! If you come, bring the cornbread I forgot, and
an extra tape, yea, a blank one. Bring one or two. Thank you. Bye Bye.
Rebecca:

OK. Now for this one.

I bet they never ate taro. They ate taro, they never ate taroc poi.
What I meant they mixed it with flour. It's not that we mix it with
flour but like I'm explaining to you how they make the flour. So it's
like sweet. Like my mama's case, what she would do is - you know, she
would have this she would put in a pot - she would know how much to
m;ke for the amount of taro poi she has. So, what she does, when I
mentioned about the flour that they pour into the hot water - that's
howNEﬁgiéﬂtells me and how other Hawaiians do with the hot fire, you
know the way with the wood, get all the smoke into the eye. They do

it the hard way. You know what I mean, pour this flour in this/agEer
mixture and then just. you know what I mean, just turning until it
comes smooth. My mom had a better way to prevent smoke from,you know,
to get in your eyes, whatshe would dois she'd get these pangﬁegou
know of flour, ok,she'd get the water real whopping boil and k&r she
would dip it out, you know what I mean, with a pot or a small pot

take the water in - the boiling water - remember now, it's they have

these outside where we boil this water in the pan
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would pour this dry flour, and then she would get these large wooden -
oh, what are they calleg - I don't have it now - You know, it jg
Something that would holg - what do You call that - it almost looks

like a paddle ang it's a long, long stick that they have, and they

would just mix this drieq flour untjj it becomes - until jt becomes
Smooth, not lumpy.[ 1t has to be Smooth. Ang furthermore, You have to

be carefy; - if it's not well done, if the flour jis not - you know,

let's put it this way - if jtrg not cookeg broperly, it'g not really

well done, - See, |what theydo after they make this mixture, my mom/gﬁgggly
each youy know, itrg the right consistency, she woulg Put a pan of hot

water just at the top just to make sure it'g really cookeg well. After

And after it is about the right Consistency,/see - now that flour that
they have made is already kinda Cool, yea? Then they woulg just, you
know, they will get so much of their flour “YOU see, there jisg SO much
Poi, they don't make it all at one time because they have little taro

they poungd it or little See how much they poung

they make -
for the board that they have. And then they woulg get this flour mix-—
ture right after it'g kinda cooled,[é%d then they mix it wWith their
taro poi.{ Do You understang what I am trying to tel] you?
Leilani:
Umhm.
Rebecca:
Ok. That's what I meant. I didn't clainm that you woulg get the flour
just inside. Ok. This is what I was trying to tell] You. If the flour
mixture is notidone, jtr'g not well-done, it's not done pProperly, ang

then if they mix it with taro pPoi, what's going to come out of it jsg

the poi is going to be Sweet - because the flour isn't cooked well,
Properly. Cooking is so - it has to be cooked, you know what I mean -
_ggg&gg_ggll. It's funny. 1f it's not Properly done it's - the poi gets

Sweet. But one thing 1 wil] tell you about meé, I can't poung poi.

But if youy like to get sour poi - You know the funniest thing about me,
it's so funny, my mom - they always Say people - You know, I believe -
it is your body Chemistry, too. Your hand has a lot to do with the
type of foogd that you do. Ok. My mom ang my dad, fine, You knowwhen
they poung poi, eéverything when they mix it up, the poi is good con-
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Rebecca:

Yea, you did. Yea?

Leilani:

So if, if your parents Stopped growing the taro, when did the taro
growing in the Kalapana area &y out? Was there any other families
left to plant it? Digd they plant family plots or Cooperatively?
Rebecca:

No,no,no. Family plot You know, those days, people plant, rather than
only supplying for their own family,-I remember my own dad when he
makes garden, it's just like

Leilani:

For everybody.

Rebecca:

Yea, for everybody. I do the same thing. Better to have it, you know
what I mean, instead of making just enough, supply everybody kind,
you know. So, no,it was really in the late years, after we had all
gone and had our own families that my mom and dad started to plant
taro.

Leilani:

So they stopped while their children were being raised. Then as you
children left and got older, they went back to planting taro.
Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

They went back to Poupou Uka tKapoRoy}

Rebecca:

No. They went to a different place.

Leilani:

Where is it that theyuwent?

Rebecca:

I don't know the name of the place. Opihikao_ j don't know what you
call that place. Anyway, it is just as you go down the hill - Ophikao
Hill, it is right at the top of the hill - Opihikao, there is this
where the o0ld road used to be now there they have this new highway,
well, in that area there was a section of property - I don't know who
owned it - Ijust don't know. Whether the State had owned it - probably
it was the State - leased from the State - and they plant taro there.
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the troops and, you know, when the new one come in and they have

fresh supplies o0ld ones they have then they throw it away - mattresses

and all that. That's how I got all these still good yet, all these

shirts. I remember kgb&i. They may have fatigue, I'm not too familure,

but I use the kﬁp&i pants and shirts.

vatron

Correction where throw away cheese. Actually it was Russiah.

Leilani:
Really?!

Rebecca: .
ration

Yea, it was Russien food, not, you know what I mean -

Leilani:

Where are you looking?
Rebecca:
Without. #3.
Leilani: rekions
So the was Russtams?

Rebecca:

Yea, Rg@gg;ﬁ;, Things like cheese.

Leilani:

No kidddng.

Rebecca:

Oh, yea!

Leilani:

Ok. Are you ready?

Rebecca:

Yea. OK, you see is ah, armoured truck. They come
I said. Instead of armoured.
Leilani:

Oh, no.

Rebecca: Khai
But I didn't say kaki, I said k@&h& pants.
Leilani:

Yea, I spelled that wrong.

Rebecca:

Oh, I thought you were ready for Hawaiian word!
Rebecca and Leilani: Laughter

Leilani:

with a big Army truck
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Leilani:

Next is Page 15.

Rebecca:

Don't forget to correct Kapaahib, yea?

Ok, thisis alright.

Leilani:

Page 16.

So when we get down here to "Wait, wait, my dad had mattress".

What we were wondering about was - one mattress in the house? and

was it just your parents that slept on the mattress and the kids that
didn't? ;

Rebecca:

Yea. My parents.

Leilani:

Was it kept on the floor.

Rebecca:

Yea, right. And the rest of us slept on beds. We had the old fashioned
beds.

It was the kind iron bed with the springs. Not the kind they have now,
the o0ld fashioned. They had the o0ld fashioned spring and you could
just throw a stuffed mattress on it.

Leilani:

That's what the kids had.

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

What was the stuffed mattress made of?

Rebecca:

Oh, I don't know. It was --- I think they bought it at the store. I
do not know what it was made of.

Leilani:

But the mattress that the kids had was different than the mattress that
your parents had?

Rebecca: -

Ahh, I don't know, I don't know if they had bought this mattress orthey
made this mattress. I think the bed at those time it was well, antique

bed, but when you buy a bed before, mattress go along with it. That
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was how it was. It was stuffed mattress but what it was stuffed with -
I think cotton. I think it was stuffed with cotton.

Leilani:

The kids' ones were stuffed with cotton and the parents were

Rebecca:

Same thing.

Leilani:

So everyone in the house had mattress.

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

Oh, ok. So, were there different rooms? Like, each room had a mattress?
Or was everybody sleeping in the same room?

Rebecca:

Yea, ha, let me see. We had this big room over here, we had a front
room that had a littleeg;tition, then we had one other cig room and
that's where they get two double beds, the double beds they get two
maybe three kids in one. Three kids in another bed, and then my parents
get all in one room.

Leilani:

Everybody slept together.

Rebecca:

Except me and my sister. We had the front room that was wall just divided.
Leilani:

Because there was no more room or because you guys was older?

Rebecca:

Well, no, yes, I'll tell you what - because my grandfather and my grand-
mother had occupied the front room. Because they died there - we moved
into the front room. That'show it was. And another thing too, because
wWe were young, growing up, we were so scared to be seperated from our
parents because at night, told spooky stories. You know, so when they
talk spooky story, oh my goodnéss, you know, we are in a house, but

you know, we don't want to go in the other room. There was this other
extra room,you know. The house was big, but we just didn't want to

go in there. But later on, later on in life, we were much older then,
we started moving into the other rooom. But at young, young age, our

parents at night - sometimes relatives would come. You see all those
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spooky stories, those stories, legends, things that had happened before,
Well, you know, as kids we believed those things. Oh ! Yea! got scared
so that's why to feel comfortable we all sleep in one big room.
Leilani:

So that makes a lot of sense. Did that change as the kids got older?
Sleeping arrangements. Did they change?

Rebecca:

When we built the new house they did. The move that we made was 1in
1955. This is ---

Leilani:

Was the new home built 1in the same area as the old home?

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

It was built over where the old home was?

Rebecca:

Just a little in the back.

Leilani:

Is that the home that burned down?

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

So you were living there, you and Louie.

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

Wés any of your family living there?

Rebecca:

Ah -0k - Ah, When the home was built in 1955, only my five brothers
and myself stayed in that home.

Leilani:

Even when you were married, all of you lived together?

Rebecca:

No, no. I wasn't married then, I was still young.

Leilani:

But, the lava flow that happened was only a few years ago. You and

Louie were living there.
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Rebecca:

Ahh, I think so. You know what, it's like I told you, you go past

Hiroses Nursery, toward the Airport, you notice the houses on your

right. That's the kind style.
Leilani:

Good, I'm glad we got that figured out.
Rebecca:
Finally!
Leilani:
That was a hard one. Ok. The next question on thenextipage - here we
are talking about the house again. Was there an under the house? Or

was there just one floor?

Rebecca:

Which one? The new house?

Leilani:

The new house and the old house.
Rebecca:

The old house was -- post --
Leilani:

Post and bean?
Rebecca:

Yea, yea.
Leilani:
Was that house owned by the grandparents?
Rebecca:

Actually vyes,

Leilani:

So, Annie's mom. So it was Annie's parents that owned the house in
Ka'u, as well.

Rebecca:

Yea, right.

Leilani:

So how did they get all the way out to Ka'u?

Rebecca:

No, no, no. Remember I told you

plantation home that they

for the property they had in Ka'

about the house in Ka'u? It was the
in.And then what they did was exchange
u,

you see. They wanted their property
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to plant cane.

Leilani:

Ok. We never got that far. Who was it that wanted the property?
Rebecca:

The plantation in Ka'u. Ka'u Sugar.

Leilani:

So they bought that out, and then you took the house apart and brought
the wood.

Rebecca:

They did. They did.

Leilani: )

The Ka'u plantation took the house apart and they transported the
lumber and everything down to KapaaH:p - and that was .in 1955.
Rebecca:

No, no, no. Not 1955. This was when I was about 2 or 3 years old.
1931, I think.

Leilani:

Oh, I see. It suddenly makes more sense. Ok. So when they hauled it
that far at that time, did they use horses?

Rebecca:

No, I believe they had trucks, right? They had cars.

Leilaniz:

In '31, they had trucks.

Rebecca:

Trucks. Yea. Plantation truck.

Leilani:

Gbod. I get it now. Ok. So that's all the questions I have from all
the things we have gone through here. Did you have anything else that
you wanted to add?

Rebecca:

Yea. Ok, here, this next page. (Page 19). Ok. Things was so simple.
Life was so simple at that time, it was before World War II. It wasn't
after the war, I made a mistake. After the war - it was before the war.
Leilani:

Page 19. After the war - it was 1946.

Rebecca:

It should not be after, it was before. Because after the war it was, before.
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Side 4

Leilani:

Oh, you were talking about how you watched nature. And you were talk-
ing about just being outdoors. You watched and observed animals and
things like that.

Rebecca:

Yea. That's it. What I remember is we used to watch butterflies.
Leilani:

Ok. That's good. I'm glad you clarified that.

Rebecca:

We used to play card games and we dsed to play marbles too. And other
games like Steal Eggs. You know how to play?

Leilani:

No.

Rebecca:

We get all these rocks and everybody would get so many rocks and we

would put them in a big circle. And then, for instance, we would
choose partner, each one would choose - you know, you go " "
You gotta choose this one and the other says "I choose this", you know.

You choose whoever you want to play with you. After that we make a big

circle and we have all these rocks there in the center and the opponent

has the circle with the rocks. What you try to do is go in the circle

where the opponent is and you get out without them touching you, then
before you get

you are "safe". But if they touch you,/in that ring, then you are

their prisoner and you have to stay. Ok, but you see the point is, 1if

you don't get caught, you get in this circle, now the point is how you

are going to get out of the circle and take the rock with you. That's

why it's called "Steal Eggs".

Leilani:

How funny. Simple little things.

Rebecca:

Fun, fun. We used to have fun. Play "Hide and Seek", those times the

no more lawnmower.
bushes was high/ We would walk all the time, we would clear off place

wle
witﬁ‘g;eée/n@h%a¥8§€w8§ the yard the grass was tall. So we would play
"Hide and Seek". But I remember the funny roof and the, you know, what
we'd do is change shirts so that the other person would think - they

would recognise you by your shirt and they would call you by name.
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They would call the wrong name. I thought it was fun. We would say.
"Qﬁlzf you got the wrong name" so they would have to go back all over
again and - but then we would go hide again but it was fun though.

We used to laugh, laugh, laugh. You know another game that we liked,
we used to roll tires - old car tires.

Leilani:

We used to do that when I was a kid too.

Rebecca:

You used to do that too?

Leilani:

Is there anything else, Aunty. in here?

Rebecca:

oh, I don't think so.

Where you put blanks and blanks?

Leilani:

I don't know, someone else transcribed it. Let me see, I think she just
put it in here correctly, but there is nothing else that goes in here,
right?

Rebecca:

Oh, I see. I guess the name of persons.

Leilani:

But it isn't that important.

Rebecca:

Yea. Ok. Yea.

Leilani:

There was another thing I wanted to ask you. Was anyone in your family
adopted?

Rebecca:

Any one in my family adopted? No.

Leilani:

Did you adopt anybody?

Rebecca:

No.

Leilani:

How was the land handed down in your farmily? Did it automaticaly go
to the daughters or the sons or --

Rebecca:
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Rebecca:
Ah, like I say, talk with geneology, you know I told you, talk with

, she is good on that.

Leilani:

So, you really don't know how the land was handed down?

Rebecca:

No. All she told me was how you told me about the geneology. Didn't
know you was going to ask me - I have it in the geneology -
Leilani:

You do? Maybe you could look that up for me.

Rebecca: i

I know she had that. I know she keep it. But I don't know where itis.
Leilani:

You look for it and you see if you can find it for me.

Rebecca:

Now!?

Leilani:

No, no, no.

Like when you folks got married, you moved away. Did all the kids
move away?

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

And then you were the only one that returned to that home - the home
down 1in Kaba§ﬁ:p.

Rebecca:

Nbr no, we all came back.

Leilani:

But did you all come back to the home in Kapaah_u after you were
married?

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilaniz:

And then from there you all branched out again when you started having
kids?

Rebecca:

Yea.
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Leilani:

I see.

In the report that Russell is doing with Louie, you and Louie were
married later on. How old, may I ask, were you when you got married to
Louie?

Rebecca:

I don't know. 30 or 31.

Leilani:

Were you married before that?

Rebecca:

No. I had a child before this.

Leilani:

So, you had one child.

Rebecca:

Yes. And he had four of his own. No, three. He had three from his first
marriage.

Leilani:

Did both of you have children together?

Rebecca:

Yea. One.

Leilani:

So, the child you and Louie had (?)

Rebecca:

Teddy.

Leilani:

And Louie's three children were - their names?
Rébecca:

Dennis, and (Unable to understand)
Leilani:

And the child that you had together?

Rebecca:

Louie

Leilani:

Was it uncommon for you being that old before your first time, back
then?

Rebecca:

Well, I was young when I had my first son.
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Leilaniz:

So, you raised him at the home of your parents?

Rebecca:

Yea. I was going to marry Teddy's father, but I guess he wanted to
be like irresponsible, so I raised the child, supported the child.
My mom helped me raise him.

Leilani:

So did you mom stay home and take care of him while you worked?
Rebecca:

Yea, yea.

Leilaniz:

So you went out and worked. Where were you working? I was a book-
keeper in garage.

Leilani:

Oh, where the big tree used to be?

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

How old was Teddy when you moved out here?

Rebecca;

Eight, seven - I guess.

Leilani:

And that is when you got married and moved off to Colorado.
Rebecca:

Yes. Because Louie was in the service.

Leilani:

Was that acceptable back in those days?

Rebecca:

About what?

Leilaniz:

It seems like now a lot of kids live with their parent, even if they
aren't married. It's a common thing. But wasit a common thing back
then?

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani:

It was. Was Teddy's father in the service or a local man.

Rebecca:
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Rebecca:

Local man. He was an immigrant. He was

Leilani:

Was there anything else that you wanted to share?

Rebecca:

No.

Leilani:

Did your family hanai anybody?

Rebecca:

No, I don't know.

Leilani:

Is that common in your family? Like down in Kapaahou at that time?
Rebecca:

Yea, it was common those days. But we got enough taking care of our
own so -

Leilaniz:

I don't have anymore thoughts or ideas. Tired, yea?

Rebecca:

Yea.

Leilani;

Did you ever get a hold of G girl?

Rebecca:

Yes, she called.

Leilani:

Oh, how wonderful --

Rebecca:

This is just interview, right?

Leilani:

Some interview, some playing music. Like playing music to get started.
We'll say interview.

Rebecca:

You mean - now this interview - it's going to be on the video or is
going to be on tape.

Leilani:

Going to be on video.

Rebecca:

No.
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Leilani:

Aunty! You shamed?
Rebecca:

Ah, ah, ooh.
Leilani:

Colin will be real sensative, he'll ask group questions. He knows if

you don't answer he'll just - I told him to bring his ukelele.
Rebecca:
Yea, he sings. Beautiful voice. He sings high - he's alto-tenor.
. . .
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