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Oral History Interview for the Falapana Froject

with
tini Pea
Ny ember S, 1887
Falapana, Hawaili

By: Johnnie Jovanovich

i before we start today I have a few guestions that I woltld like

to clear up from previous times. One was, 1in class the other

day, someone was talking of gunpowder made out of awa root. Feople started
laughing they said gunpowder out of awa troot?  And someone said maybe it was

gum, like you put in your mouth, but it actually was gunpowder?

k yeah we dried it harvested, dried it, it was the roots. Then they put it
bags and sent it to Germany. I don’t know what part of the powder section

it was, but that is what it is for.

i was it ever used here?
K no.
i Well that is cleared up, now I can tell them all on Monday. (laughd

k ofcourse locally it is made for ceromonies o when you want a big
kick, why it is a good way to ga} It makes you go fast. (laugh) and
of course across the South Pacific it is the main drink, except in Guam
they have a young shoot of the coconut, used to go up there and cut it
off like we did with the pineapple in Molokai, is we woulld take the top

of f and put sugar in it and let it sit put the top of the pineapple on and g
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time, possible & sunami o something, do you remsmber anythiing
ik I still trying to look for those pictuwres because that i1is about that
e

time that those picturaes were faket hecause the clean 27 hlow bhere

jt o dust came da 27 o 28 Tt showsd &

well it dusth wasn’t irn.
Adifferent buildings, but like [ said I will have o get that odera pilobure
I locked twice already. Now this a family, the parents were beachers in
this area and a the daughter came back to see if anyone krnew anyhhing

about it then she left copies about it {(pictures)

LR

so you do have some pictures of kalapana?
k I'm gquite swe that is the one you are talking about.. (the storm)

if you think of it sometime it would be nice to look at those.

.

k Yeah I will go back and ask my wife she prrobably put it away, 1
Krow.
i we are thinking about getting pictures, we need picturses that we Can

look at, and makes copies of, it depends if the people are comfortable with

of
it

that. You refered to terms for your parents as a. pause Like what did
you refer to your parents as when you were younger, compared as to Kknow,
would you call them.

k which one my real family, my real parent, or ——

i how would you, well first of all your adopted family, Kini AKiLY

K I used to call them father and mother. Well in Hawaiiah papa o

m

mama, and until I knew the Feas was my real family I used to call my teal

ot

mother auntie. I mean that was what I was told she was 1 dont?t Know.

i then as you got older did you refer to them as the same thing?

3

Kk Well father and mother, my real parents and at that ime my

ot
il

grandmother, my mother mother was 5till alive. staying with my
mother and dad, I mean my real mother and dad.

i S0 once you found out they weren’t aunﬁie and uncle, did you stat
calling

Kk well I never did call my father uncle at all, I Jjust called him
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and they said hey that
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frow old were whien  you YO .

y izt

I can't figure oubt whabt grade it was. (verbal counting relating

feo his brobhers in sisters being in kalapana o of £ o school at
Hilo.y below ten somewhere, [ was in gradse school.

(Found out when he tessed his sister at school and the principal

called him and said don’t you kriow that that is your sister’?y)
4 5o owhal was your relationship like with yourr Brothers and sishers
Kk Well after that it was brobhers and sisters. [ talked to the folks

iz their problem for not telling you.

4 It was their problem? (whoo

k yeah, because they kept me ignorant until something happened. &1 though
I used to go over thare as a youngster and get milk. (laughsy

i 5o the rest of your brother and sisters, did they all live pretty

much in this kalapana, kKaimu area.

k no see the last one Kalani. He was the last one that stayed home until
he went to the CCC camp and then went in the army, WWII. There was a girl
hetween him and my other brother that is in Honolulu now. He was adopted
by my uncle, my mothers brothetr, the one Jjust below me. And the girl
Felow him was adopted by medahime 7777 that girl passed away. Cur lesn)
and I was adopted out. the sister above me was adopted out, so and Feter
was home with the parents and Elen, but Elen was adopted by my grandmothetr
my agrandmother was staying in the house (the pea house) so I mean it is
hard to believe, but it is one of those things. my sisters name sake was

after my grandmother (elen) and then my

adopted out too. I think it was a lady

was my dad’s brother, JOhn alumai Fuag,

brother got his name. Then sister above

to highschool in HIlo and then went to H

iz where all the gails go to s

5

like that. Then a my oldest brother, Ga

-

11 hi= 1ifa. svrent when he went to chu

birather above my sister elen she was

on my dad’s side relation, mo it

was adopted, that is how my
him, stayed home here, went
onolulu to NOFmal school at that

chool, to be teachers and things

all

o+

berial, he was home here almos

ek conventions and things like
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them or did you always play with them?

Kk owe all played together and Lhere was no you kriow parbicular, 1
don?t know  what you would call it & barracade oo what., I used to

go oand spend time with them too.  Sometims &ven stay over with them
my real mother and dad for me to Come over and stay with them. I was
che of those who never was, my adopted parents was on the go too. he

Amby i Hilo o in Voloano o at Heaauw, why we move up there.

0Ff cowrse still farming in between. Then there is my grandmother
irh Waimes she always wants me to stay with her and I go up there.

i you mesn your blood grandmother?

K no it was some relation

she was my qrandmobher (7777 she lived in waimes and her

i

was my grandmother

a cowboy at Farker Ranch. I used o up there sometimes, Summer

vacation periods.

certain place , why we went with him.

i Did you used to refer to them as your adopted parents?

Kk Well no I djust call them papa and mama. Well of couwrse knowing

that they were adopted parents, what more Can I da?

i Now I've heard the word hanai,

ot

k that is the Hawaiian word for adopted.

there diffference between adopted to a relative and adopted to &

K no.

i Both still Hanai, a ha.

k I mean when my uncle adopted my brother it was 5till hanai.

ta.

o in those days was it pretty common to hanai parents?

k Well like brothers of the parents like a lot of them don't have
youngsters. They always take one of the younéstars énd raise
of Lhem they take two or.three. It is almost common
with Hawaiian people to help families.

LR s i R et |

F o

r ey

mbveatd Fedirna mcdonted?

times

like I said my adopted parent when thers was & doboin

with

o my dad and she was grandmother, my dad saild

husband was

arnd
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strain with them, the Fean Ffamily. Because my oldest borphher was e Lively
oo for the family. (he 77 educated all my brothers and sisters except
me [ owas with these paople here.

4 your name, when Find Lebi Pes, Hiw how Eini was the same first riame

as your adopted father, is that Common fhen that the Ffirst adopted.

k mome of them Lhey always named their son normally fheir name although

my dad it name @y sldest brother but he did name one of the boys, but th

ey did name one of the boys pater . My borther two above me Was Feter
clyde kine pea which is my dad’s name taTn o 1 owould say it 1S almost

it would happen, and the girls touo.

i sa them as a kid your name wWas kini aki.

K Well yeah kini aki when I was until I went to Eamehameha schools. I wemt
there in eighth grade. I didn?t know my name Was changed, the principal
here went she submitted my application she had that name kini aki lebi pea
now my classmates at school well it used to be aki kini, I don’t kKnow how
she goht it reversed like that _had aki lebi kini pea. I gquess to kepp the
kini lebi pea together I donft Know.

i Now doss a name mean anything, I mean there are certaln name that I hear
pecple are given a name ., but they sort of have to live up to there name.
k Well yes in certain respechts yes, like they expected me to live up like
my adopted fathetr, I mean to be like him and all that . That is hard to
come by. And a, like I said in those days some of the girl were given

their mothers name, but like mine I always wondered where that Lebi

i

ame
from well until not to long ago. a cousin of mine had some relatives from
Niihau come over here and we were sitting there talking about names then
my Cousin was telling this old lady about my name and I was part of

the family and her dad was my hanaid mothers brother. Them we wera
talking talking and I said who was it on that side that had that name
leki? she poped right up and said oh yeah it was the youngest pr-othet

of those two my adopted mother and brother the youngest brrother wWas
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k ¥ell it s kipd oF hatd to say the only thing 1 remambet Fack 13 when

1 was talking about fhat dog running at the waters edge and all of that and
my mother digging in the ground.

A4 yur mobher was planting mometiiing?

ik N, one of these kabhuns things, shoobing star. Akualele, but when

she was doing that digging in the arour 1t wosnth Form bhat she was,

i

d to punish her for clearing someone elses happening

i

samebody  Just & want

¢ i think happening that iz what it sounds like) it was a family o somethi

ng that had problems  from this one party ( another qroup of people) putting

fhe curse on but mother cured and then this person that did that wanted to

Ul
i
]
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punish my mothetr Ffor relieving that parties punishment, Decau
that distintly. It is where that light brown house is there behind
mauna kea chuwch  thetre was an ~ld red building like the hall of the
church there.  and my adopted parents were heavy drinkers, they liked to

drink and a in that something went wrong and she started walding out into

bl

the yard and she got down on her hands and knees nd started digging in the

3

ground with het nose (77 the next day there was nothing there. That was

he

-,

first thing I did the next morning was go down there and see.

ot

J it wasm’t there? (the holed

o

Kk it was there and look at het- no scars, ho scratches, no nothing. This
kahuna, this one man who lived behind us and my dad said run up and get

uncle Jokhn, Makua. He was actually one of the stirongest kakhunas in this
BIF SR

i medical?

k no talk prayer and whatever. My dad told me to run up and get him he

came down and my mother was all right he took her in the house and every

u

thing was alright.

i so0 what type of things did Johm Makua do?

o+
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iz it hinese

o
o

Kk It was mostly prayer and chanting. some people say whi

had taht tea , the portugese had something.
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K pe bhat iz the only one well he did many of them I hesed Dot never scana

he has done & lob of fixing Curniclear prrrase about kakbiuna)y  Hamelamela famil

aver hare.

it

it

i kahuna fixing, is that to put 5 spell on Someons o 1
Kk Hust relieve punishment he nevet the hawsiians oo that too some
of the kahunas when they clear a person o make & person wall makes bhat

punishment gqo back Lo that one who put it out, I have kKhnown that to happen

Pt

and well Johm Makuas I never heard of him doing that, he 15 qUESS

a pretty good church man too. He don’t believe in punishing teh

aothers .«

i Is youwr mother too a kahuna of sorts?

K well she too has that power also, a lot of people come fto here to
clear different things, about thelr punishment, not by physical, but by

zome Kinds of means of mental and somaething like that.

4 I read something, I think in Joe chum fats book about this women her

husband was saying theses things to hetr so she put this certain grip
on him, he was paralyzed tempotraraly, do you Know what that is?

k Oh yeah it is the what we call a common thing a lua. It almost is like

0
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erves and paralyze the persot, although the person that
does it can also undo it.

i did you ever see someonme do it7?

k no I did not but I did hear of it. That is a nastly, well actuallly

two person get up to wrestle in a square(end of tape gap)

k in what way?

i well I know your father a truck farmer and did a lot of fishing and
did other carpentry work.

k well my mother was always weaving lau hala mats, taht is what paid

my way through Kamehameha school the lauw hala mats. (many people would

come to his mother for mats)
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o parties, to drink. 1 know my dad was we used bo go up To panoa &t

Liked 1.0

ok hon sTrong i et WOLP DT . (Qapas

okolehan, the dapenese LD there used Lo make 1t. Veah mlmosh every week

m

and they would deink wheber it was abt home & patrty o what ever.

did & lot of people drink?

.

k down here oh yeah, a lot of  them made thelr own swipe, thare Own potatao &0

pineapple swipe and of course of buying aloohal they would by ko lehau From

the dapanese o 9o in to Hilo and Duy reqular 1iguor, Fuk & lot of them woul

Father have this. home brew of swipe and most of the parties o luaus takht
was hteh beveraqe.. When 1 was & youngster I used to drink potato swipe.

it is filling too but of couwrse it can knook you out Too. (laughd

it

o you would go around getting sort of knoocked out on 1L7
ko ook yeah. when, wexll several times [ spose, @0 oldest brother I Know
ane church thing we had here We Hust got agenerator fFor that church 50 he

put it ocutside so he made me resposible for the genertor make suwre it is ok

1]

I used to swipe his alcohal and go in there and drink my bDrother caught me

and he said "You no good god o good kid" because I drank, he didn’t deink

i who would you dreink with’?
k dsut myself, 1 don’t want someone Lo tell on me. (laugh) and at. parties

a4 lot of folks, not my folks used to coax me to drink, irn those times to te

a lot o was it more spankings o

Kk there was some spankings, that I remember, abt times though it is more wh

they are inebreated. Other parents teh same thing you hear kids goreaming

from all over teh place. Something maybe they didn’t like well they would ©

oF

it ou

At beh Kids. ( said at thatb time it was not ~onsidered child abuse)

i what

£

ere, what was the First thing you remember doing with your father?

early memories of your Father kini aki?
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ane my oldest Drother gaperial they ~ilaim bhat he qot This one gall in the
’tmilet aind suduced her, bub Lhere wWas slaim he dicdn’t because the Daby Came
and the parents sent her o Mawi and of  oourse my Foobber shaved single teh
rest of his life.

4 Yo lefit o oo b sebhool &t Hilo and Makiy when you wera about 15, did pare

sncourage that kind of thing to go For et LY

k Oh yeah, that is sort of a prestigecus thing o have one of youws Kids

go bo oa sochool like fLamehaneha. fhere not a lob of kids who had the Chanose
i o there wasn't & lot of presure +to stay here and work on the farm and be

Farmetr and keep up the tradition.

i
i

Kk no. well not if he youngster would want to go to school. But of course T

income was shared

4 mo if you would make goiod money  You woulod send some home.

-

i oh yeah.

Do you remember celebrations at all like thanksgiving or christmas’/

L

ooy
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. the anly things we eve
ka
kamehameha day, but never halloween, but just christmas, oh big deal

- ~elebrated was birthdays and christmas and

chtristmas.

.

what was christmas like?

o

< oh like any country home in the mainland I guess. Christmas tiee and
deceration, well we nevetr used candles, we put ornaments and all that on
that is about it. AL schoo we always had some sort of christmas party.
i would you spend christmas with your family?

kK It all depends where I am at sometime I'm up in Waimea , or 1 might

be in HIlo or kau with friends af the family. Depend somewhime they wuld
say oh let the boy cCome over and spend the holidays with us.

i 50 these were relatives of kini?

k Well yeah my adopted parents like in Kau, was adopted mothers family
and well waimea was the pea family and kona, I used to spend time in
kona too &as a youngster. When it come time for vacation time I could

et e —wd = 1m# mF +ima= T spent up at the volcano the buster



