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Interview #3. Jemes Ahla 1/13/88
by Charles Langlas, W. Frances Ania contributing

Tape 1, Side 1

untranscribed portion on James' 1life after he le £t Kaimu (notes):

1926 moved to Mt. View
Jeames and his brother Bill joined "kid gdng" at Olaa Sugar Co.
(for kids 10 yrs. or older) during summers; got 30¢ a day on up
(depending on age--he stated at 36¢); at payday, once a month

got $10-12 ("That was big money for use."); worked summers of
1926-1928

1929-30 worked summers as painter ($1/day)
1931 graduated (age 18), then worked for county--janitor at MT. View
school — bale % v

/1929-1931 join;%% FFA, orgd. MT.View chapter

before graduated, applied to Kam schools, Hahaione farm, but hed
no room; in January they wrote had vacancy, but in November
he'd already started work at Glaa Sugar CO.:
"So my father says 'Well it's up to you now, you working.'"
And when he told his boss (Stiart Bell), he saids:
" Jimmy, you have good chsance to stay on the plantation. ITv1l
see that you get promoted."
1932 apptd. kid-gang supervizor ("1.50/day), over 30 schoolklds
1934 substitde luna end time-keeper
1936 sc ale supervizor C#?S/moo), then promoted--worked as supervizor
of cultivation
1948 harvesting supervizor (hand-cut)
1955 shifted to mechanical harvesting; was a lot of "hatchet" (layoffs);
he was thankful he kept his job; went back to cultivation
1959 back to harvesting supervizor (mechanical)
1974 retired ($920/mo.)
James & Frances got married June 15, 1940%
James lived at Mt. View w. parents; his F&M were still members of
Kalapana church; then in 1935 they joilned Olaa First Hawaiien Church
where they were in the habit of attending. (They all came by bus in the
morning, stayed with his father's cousin until church service, then
went back by bus after the service.)
Frances &% her grandparents, sister also went there; James got
to know Frances thru church. They married 1940, had first child,
James Jr. in 1942.
They lived first we. James! parents in Mt. View, then moved to
a separate plantation house. 1953 they moved to theilr present
Kurtistown lot, to the old house there of Frances' family. 1In 1964
they bought the property from Frances! family and bullt their present
house there. A
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(320 on counter)

CL: What I'd like to do now is maybe goback to when you were very
young, the earliest® thing you can remember, either in Pahoa
or when you moved down to Kaimu. o

JA: So I remember when I was small at Pahoa, I used to just cry, )
Y liked the pastry, I like pie all the time and the bakery }
right across, so my father and mother had to go and get piles for
me. (laughs}). And I was told by my parents, right in
Pehoa, right scross by the theatre, there's an orange tree, it's
still there, last week I passed by it's still growing. Thattis
where they, mother had an orange plent I think 1t was growing
somewhere around and then they, like the Hawaiians before, they
bury the navel, yeah?, and so under t hat... orange tree is my
navel. .

C: Oh, your piko?

J: Piko, yeeh. Last time had a Japnese personthat was living the
house and I told him, you know. How's the a ange tree? eah,
still there. Say, Oh I used to live in that house, t hat's where
I wasborn, and I know my piko is plant under that orange tree, eh?

stil), yeah? Everytime when I pass there I look at 1it,
T tell em, oh, my orange tree is still growing. WNobody knock
em down. =

Terrific. So would your mother tell you that your piko was
there?

Yeah, and my father and all.

Anything else you remember from Pahoa time?

T used to0 remember the tie mill. See that.

You remember going there?

Yegh. Just passing by, looking all what they get and stacking
up. I remember the train going with all that tile /[ties/ enh?
for railroad, tile, that's whbt they was making all the time
from there, and that all on the flat car.

C: Do you remember things like wnen your mother weaned you?

Je No.

C% Maybe too early.

z Too early yeah, cause my mother said that I was weaned when I
was , what? I think one year or something like that. I was
weaned fast.

C: I don't remember too.

Do you remembe¢r sleeping with your parents, sleeping beside them?

: Yeah, remember sleeping with them, my mom end dad.

: While you were still in Pahoa?

s Yeah, s till in Pahoa. We were small, and then going down Kalapana,
staying my grandparents' area all weekend and all that, so down.
And I remember riding horse with my mother, in the front of her/

oy Q
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eh?

C: When you ware really little?

J: Yeah.

C: Do you remember actually the move, when your parents moved down
to Kaimu?

Ji Yes I remember, yeah because
C: How did that seem, when you moved in w. your grandparents?
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Oh, wasn't too bad, because my grandfather and grandmother they
used to come up at Pahoa too, see? and that's wheam they come

for they big shopping and all that. Cause Pahoa used to be alright

see, because the trains bring up all the grocery, eh? So they un-
load at the station, then go up there and get their goods, s0O...
Did you ever sleep beside your grandparents?

Yes,; my grandmother, yeah. I remember that.

Which grandmother? :

My, ah, Annie. She was more close to us.

She w as? ;

Yeah, she was more close to us. Cause, uf,she was more, my
other resl grandmother, Awihi, was more on her daughter's side,
but my married-to grandmother, she's more on my father's side.
Ch, I see yeah, she was closer to your father so closer t o you.,
Yeah, to use, ah. e
You remember tifen the years before youwent o school when you
were in Kaimu, what did you do mostly? Did you play by yourself
or gowith your , parents while they worked?

Um, well, I used toz o on both sides, though. And I used to go
on my mother's side gfandmother, no? I used to gothere too.
They were good to us, to me.

By yourself you went, or?

Yeah, most of the time I go by myself.

And you'd stay therec..

Yeah, weekend and &ll that. Then they'd take me back down to
Kalapana. They used to live way up here where they call that,
the Bzack Sands subdivision, eh?

Waiholoku'i.

Yeah, SO..e

Oh, they did? Not at Koa'e? ‘

No, as was later that. But you talkin' about my young days, eh?
Yeah.

Sometimes they take me back down in the afternoon and they just
sleep down at our Kaimu house. Iy grendfether. Or sometime come
down on Monday morning, early in the monning. Come in and then
go school.

Umhm. p

I were close tothem, to the Elderts.

But when you were at home, with your parents and grandparents,
did you mostly stay with them or did you go off by yourself?

No, mostly we stayed there, in the house, all the same house. =
Yeah, you didn'toc.. J
I didn't go out. If we go out we...I don't know, those days the
Hawaiia:i s were particular that they rather have the children home
all the time. They don't let you just go roam heré and there.

house t 0 house. So you have to go with blood-relation house, that's

all. /That's how/ our grendparents are.

And, uh, they didn't let you just go by yourself.

No, my parents were particular, they strict, even my grandfather
was strict on that.

SOscoe

So, like with my grandfether, well being at Boarding School, so
he's strict, so he always says, well you folks be home certain
time, before dark, so we have tobe home. All us tell, well we



going catch creb. Ok. Then he knows where we are. But if
just tell him, oh we going to go play, he say "No, no, no. You
ks stay home.
Or unless my father them, well or my uncle, go out fishing, lidat,
alright, say, oh we going ont he sand. Umhm, he say O0.K. We |
have to let them /Ehog/ where we goe. =

C: Ok. You were telling me that sometimes you went to play with the
Waipa kids.

J? Oh yeah, justsabove me, e h?

C:* Would he let you go over there?

J: Yeah, oh yeah, it's all day time, yeah.

C: As long as you told him you were going?

Js Yeah we there.

C: Did you mostly spend time playing wl th your brothers?

J: Yeah, we &all played together. All played together.
Played marbles and all t hate Or just pitch ball.

C: What kind of bal 17

Ji Oh, softball.

C: One that you bought?

J: Bought one, or sometlimes you just msake out of bag or something
lidat, like & ball., Played kamapio. Maybe you know that, eh?

C: I did hear the name, but I'm not sure how it's played.

J: Well you just and then you hit, and...first you hit that
bird and then the other side grab, and then they throw it he?
Hit the rock or between the two rock, something like that, well
you out, eh?

C: There's a rock between the two sides?

J: No, they put a rock, stone, on two end and then put a stick, eh?
[showss __/ and then you going throw the kamapio, eh?,

the shave on the sides, and you hit em to

the place and here you stand, then you going to protect to hit
your goal, eh?

|

Tape 1, Side 2

- None of your students know kamupio?

: They heard the name fromtheir informants and some of the idea of
the game, but I don't think an-ybody knew the game themselves.

J: Um, no? Well, was kamapio. They have to show you, oh back
when we was about 30's, we still play that. But now I don't see
that, they say, oh 1t's dangerous because the points, sometime
you get hit and all thate.

C: How come it has, the stick that you throw is pointed right?

Js Cause when you hit, lidat, cause if you own the goal, well you
gonna hit that and then try put em away from your goal here, and
then nobody catch em, cause all the others gonna try to catch
em, uh? So they get chance to come in and be, you know, to take
score. And if nobody cat ch em, well, from there /the goal/ you
go with your stick--1,2,3--you get points, eh? And somebody
keeping your points, eh? until you /reach/to the goal.

C: But how come the stick is pointed?

J: So when you can kick on the side, it comes up, and then you
try hit em away from the z oal so you get more points, eh?

C: Oh. Hard to understaad unless you see it I think.

J: Yesh, hard to understand. Oh, we used to doall that.
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There's only one stick? or?

Well, you get only one stick for /goal/ and then you get this
kamapio one, the one that pointed w side so you can hit, eh? You
know, when you hit em one side because you know it bounce, tilt.
Then you try hit em fer away, and then same _ everybody be
coming--dodging, blocking the way, eh? So your points would be
low, eh? So, if you hit em high, they catch em, well you lose,
you get out, eh?

If they don't cathec it...

Well, you st11l, you can meassure and then you get your points.
And then keep on going and after that, well, it everybody get
their chance and then they count, oh, I'm the winner. And then
used to have, you know those kakaliao, the one that we picked?
Well, used to get all that see. So that's more like the points,
eh? We get all--if you get all that s d you the winner. When
everybody come and you the last one you take d 1 those marbles,
eh?

Did you play regular marbles with them?

Yeah, we do too. We have that. We use the agates for head, eh?
And then we used that kakalJiao, that's what we used to get in
the ring, eh?

I never did play marbles myself.

A lot of funm.

But the agates, that was a actual marble?

Yeah, well used that for the head, eh?

Ci:# For shooting?

For shooting yesh.

Did you play any other games?

Well, we used to “have the top. Used to play top,

That was & homemade top?

Yeah, we used to make some homemade, and well, the first time
come, we used to buy, eh? and after that used to top. Then we
used to make em, add nail, long, so they dance eround, all that.
Then after that they stopped that, no? It's illegal I think, eh?
to use top. /bit omitted/

Somebody had, I think was wWen they were throwing somebody walked
and then... hit tie foot. That' what they sald. I don't know
if i1ts true. But I don't see thém playing tops no more.

Did you have a top that you throw to make it spin?

What kind of top?

Oh, that type used to get the string. You gotta pull em.
Something like yoyo, you use a string first. /bit omitted/
+++you make a ring and all that, and then..

C:Was there some kinda points with that?

g%
C:
JE

Yeah, the points is, uh, if your top can come out from the ring.
Then you win?

Then you, well alright you win, you get out, eh? But if your top
stays in there, well just too baik for you. Everybody gonna just hit
on your top and bruise you up (laughs)

Then you can't play’: eh? till e erybody's top. So you just stand
by and walt. It's something like marbles too, when you play, eh?
And then if your head's stuck in there, just too bad, you stay in
there. Unless you make agreement that, you know, play bet and you
say we play for 10 marbles in there agd then if I put your head
out,{jou gotta give me 10 marbles, eh
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Yeah.

So, sometimes you shoot the head and then you stuck in there.
You collect the 10 and then you wait until somebody take you out
and then you can nlay again.

I don't know, mayble they have different ways how whey play.
Yesh, probably. But with the tops you'd have towailt...now what
would happen once you got in the thing and your top didn't come
out of the circle? Then how long would you have towait?

Well, till everybody get thelr share, there be 5 or 10 of use,
wgil, everyoody get their chance, sometime might get 2, 3 in there,
throw.

And then after everbgdy throws their top then you're done

and you start again?

Yeah, start again. You know that, they just do their own rule, eh?
What about this game called steal eggs, did you ever play that?
Oh yeah, I do. Steal the eggs, take the stone, or what they
have in the circle, eh?

How did you play that?

Well, the guy gomna be in there, more like you gotta push him
off, eh? If he sit on it, you can't do anything, eh? So they
just gonna try take the eggs out.

So one person sits on the stones?

Well, he's guarding the sggs, eh?

Is there several people on each side?

No, no, Jjust 1 person.

:+ And everyocody else tries to steal the eggs from him?

Well, if they can, well, you be the loser. /bit omitted/

So all these games rust have taken 4 or 5 people.

Oh yegh. Well you all lined up, first group end second group

or & d groupe.

So was t here usually enough kids around to play those games?

@h yeah, there were, there were lotta kids.

Would you have played these around your house?

No, we usually goes in the park, in big area, we all meet together
and say, Ok, we going there. So we Jjust ask my father and mother,
oh we going over play. Ok, alright. Be sure come back. And
sometime they s&y, oh, make sure you folks go take your /

clothes and then when you go, after that you go tske a bath and
come home, SO0.

Well, we always do our chores before we ask them, eh? Make sure
that enough firewood and the water and all that. And then we go.
Would you have done this before you started going to school?

No, mostly all after. Later, afker school. Cause most times
morning time, we usually got plenty to do because we have to feed
the pigs, we have to prepare everything and all that. Then what,
we milk the cow in the morning, and then feed the calf, then see
the calf get enough, then move the calf away from the mother so
the mother can go out. And then we get the calves tied up in the
house, where we have a fence for the calves only. Then go school.
Then when we come back, well, we get the milk in the house, but
they usually, our parents need to boil the milk eh? Cause we
don' t have refreigerator, so when we come back and then they have
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You weren't supposd to do any kind of work on Sunday?

the sweet potato all cooked, so, you know, light refrewhment

after school, cause we don't have lunch when we go school, don't |

take & lunch. Or unless we go out and during mango season, well,J
Kalapana time, well we go, get something to eat for lunch.

What kind of breskfast would you eat before you went to school?

Well, we have a lot of milk and sweet potato, sometime get the

crqcker, or taro, or fry pancake.

Big breakfast?

Yes, big breakfast. And then if want to eat poil, and then dry

fish, and all that. Hoo, they have plenty. We have plenty.

Or fried fish, all that.

What about when you were home during the day, like. on the

weekend, did you just eat mainly 2 meals or?

Oh we have 3 mgals. But usually light, cause we have all the

papaygs you want, and then if mango season get a 11 the mangos, if

avaceldo, just cracker and avocado.

For lunch.

For lunch?

Lunch was a light meal?

Yeah, lunch was a light, we used to have light.

Mostly weekdays /during school vactiog/ if you do all the work,

by after lumch already it's fun already. They tell, oh, if you

folks like go swim, go, play, go. My father, my grandparents all

say, oh, you folks can go swiming.

On the weekends? 7

Yeah, Saturdays. But Sundays we were strict, living down there.

So my grandparents, my father, oh they don't want us go fishing on

Sunday. Some other femilies too, they don't go on Sunday fishing.

Not even play. Cannot. Not supposed to play. Go church, come
back, just stay home. Just feed the animals, that's all. But we
usually sneak out, and we know my grandparents coming home, my
father them, sometime they had church business meeting. We&], we
can play and then go home.

So you play around the church?

No, no, we play in the Kaimu, eh? Get church in at Kalspana, so
almost one mile away.

Oh, ok, where they couldn't see you.

Yeah, play end go. They,mostly what they do, Sunday afternoon,
all the grownups they all get one place, like, Kaimu that, across
Pe'a house, they go there, sit down, chew the fat and all that,
talk stories.

That'd be after the church meeting.

Yeah, after the church meeting. They get home, change into their
regular clothes, and then they come out.

So you kids, what would you do when they came over to Pe'a's house?
Well, we Jjust stayed there, behave. Couldn't play no§ more, g
Just sit down. oS
I was sorry those days, my father doesn't approve, my grandfather
doesn't approve of playing instruments, and all that. They don't

like us to play. But my father's brother, oh he can play instruments

He's good. My father was, oh was old, and then after that he
learn how to play ukulele.

Could you play?



C. When he got to be retired?
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No, before that. Then he used to play ukulele, he get his
own ukulele. But for us he always tell, don't play. As for
lazy man, that. Just sit down and plsy ukulele.
So what'd he say about your uncle?
I don' know. Well, he just go his way, eh? Nobody can stop him.
Your father never talked aginst him for that?
Well, I think they talked, but nothing. Go in 1 ear, go out the
other. He's happy-go-lucky, eh? Yeh, I think every family all |
different. - —
Were both your mother and your father strict with you?
Yeah, they were strict to us, all of us.
And your grandparents also, your grandmother?
Yeah, they were strict with us.
You didn't feel like anybody was..oeasler?
Fairly easy? Yeah, no. They were strict. All the same. Only
my other third brother, he wax more taken care of by my mother's
parents, so he's different.
That was Jarrett?
Jarrett, yeah. Cﬁ
Were they easier? Well, yeah, they were a little bit eaiser.
Cause I lived with them, weekends and all that.
Do you remember any times when your parents or your grandparents
got angry with you? Cause you did something wpong or...
Oh, yes. Plentyo.
What kind of things would you do wrong?
Oh, sometimes we do something, taking something that we not
supposed to take, and all that.
Like, waWl..-
Or maybe setting fireand all that. We figure, oh, I going burn “
this rubbish here. Not thinking that it's near to the house and
near to the plant and all big flame and a&ll that. In the garden
lidat we figure, oh the bigger the flame the better, but, you know
especially when you put coconut leaf on, oh, that thing has big

. Youget the sweet potatc or the onion plant nearby, so
it's gonna burn. "no, why you make big fire? Don't you see the
onion there and the sweet potato? The next day you look, all brown,
eh? the leaves.
You didn't ever almost set the house on fire did ¥ou?
No, kinda far away.
Or sometimes we use the cane knife and all that, we not supposed
to use, eh?
Ch, they didn/want you to use the cane knife?
Well, we a little bit too small that time, eh? They were particular.
How old would you have been when they let you use the cane knife?
Um, I don't know. I remember my father and my mother used to
tell me, say when I was small boy, when I was about 10--8,10
years--I was good on that knife, cane knife, cutting guavas and
all that.
I used to make my own diving gog%gs.
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What'q you make them with?

I used to from plumeria trees. You know, you cut the whole
branches, get big hole already, so you, with a knife, you.

You put glasses in. The glass, well as that we use is wax, so
just put & lot of wax. Lot of honey hive we have around there.
S0 you maekKeseo

Well you get the band, uh? Well those days you got all tube,

eh? car tube, eh?

Innertube.

Inhertube. And go practice to go dive and all that. €h, leak,
not good. Oh, gobta cut, or just put em in the water and then
and then see. And then behind ear for fitting.

So, just the plumeria would fit up against...
Well, at least the hole is big already so can make for fitting
the glass outside, is the hardest.

And then youe.e.

And then make hole, go between here /makes motion between eyes
and betweeneyes and earg/ and all that, and then just get e

cord, ribbon, and tie the innertube, eh?

So over your nose the rubber would go too?

No, no, inside you gotta put the cord between you know--string
or rope between, eh? and then main thing is the fit inside.

We used to do &ll our own.

Sound kinda hard.

No. Getta wire to drill the hole, put em in the fire, couple
times, right through, and then the side.

So t he rubber part was just to make it tight in the back.

Yeah, tight in back.

And the cord would go..

And the cord only just from here (ear to eye) and in between
here (eye to eye) so that this will putt right in.

Yesh, my days I used t o be good in diving.

You folks, when you went diving, you were spear-fishing or what?
Yeah, well spear-fishing, or diving for lobskr¥.

Anything else you dove fore?

Spearing I d4id a 1little bit on that, when I was getting bigger,
before went up Mt. View. Before went up alresady, I was more on net,
throwing net already. So, didn't use diving much. For, used to,
diving was for wana. You heard? (C: Yeah.) So I-used the goggles
there. That we used a lot of there. But if the tide is good,
just about knee high you could see the wana there, scoop em

with a wire. ;

So, how old do you think you were when you started doing throw-net?
About 10, 12 years old I think.

Just before you left, then. Did somebody teach you Orceo.?
Yeah, my father. Well, I used to fool around too, my fathert's net.

Ch, my father, ever since I remember used to get throw-net.

My uncle, yeah, used to be good on net. They patch, they own,
they meke they own. I think I made two net during my lifetime.
Complete. Lead and everything.

Uh-huh. When you were older or when you were young?

Um, when I was older, living Mt. View. When I was living here
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I made, 1953-54, complekone net. Then after that, so busy, cheaper
to buy so. Pay $110, $120.

/He had a net stolen from his grage here./

What about diving, how o0ld were you when you started that?

Oh, diving I think was about 8, 7,8 years old we was doing
already. Csause that time, before, Kalapana used to get lot of
goldfishes, all kind of. So we used to dive for it.

Those were in the ocean?

No, in the pond.

In Wal-a-kolea?

Wai-a-kolea and Wai-'opae, the other ponds, all had plenty
goldfishes. All kine, and sometimes go get 3 tail. I don know
how they got that in there.

Qh, you mean liek regular floldfish, like in the tanks?

Yeeh, regular goldfish, yeah, in the tanks. And then they had,
what?, even koi they had. But they had the black one.

So you folks ate those fish or...?

Yeah, we used to eat that.

And then put em in the bucket. Oh, this one junk, throw em back,
this one nice, pick em, put em in the bowl. But oh, leave em too
long, they die, eh? Cause no more that air.

Oh, you had bowls then?

Yeah, we had bolws.

But sometimes you ate em too?

Ah, no, they all small kind, eh? Too small to eat. Yeah, the
koi was alright. Big, big koiused to have

And those you ate.

Yegh, that we ate. 1
Do you feel like you were treated any different because you were !
the oldest child? If more was expected of you or...?

Well, to tell you the truth, I think, well, from my grandfather

I think I was t reated a little bit different.

He was Grandpa's pet because he was name after grandpa.

Yean, I wos name after him. And in his will, he had left every-
thing to me, see, me and my cousin. So, you know, just thinking
of that, well, you know, I'm..o.special.

Did he favor you in other wgys?

No, other weys. not. In food and everything we're about the same.
All that. But I think just because I am his namesake.
Do you think meybe he expected more from you than from other
brothers?

Well, my father used to say what he wanted was for send me %o
stay at Boarding School /Hilo Boarding Schoo&/, he wanted me to be
a carpenter. And then, oh, my grandfather wanted me to take up,
you know, Hawailan wrestling, lua, so my grandfather wanted me

to be in there, my father wanted my brother Bill, so he went %o
the teacher.. you know the one, the instructor, and he said,
"Oh, this boy cannot be, he has a mean temper."

¢ Who, you?

No, my brother. That's the one that my father wsnted. But my
grandfather wanted me. So. That's the end of that see, for me.
How come you didn't train?

Well, my father didn't want me to b
me. My father wanted my brother Bi

e, en? My grandfather wanted |
1B

—
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The instructor wes where, Kalapana?

No, Pshoa. A Hgweiian man, call em the lua, you know Hawalian
wresting. Hawailan art.

What was his name?

Ka'anohi. I think he was the last one on Puns side. He's good
on that.

He must be eble to just see the person and know whether he's
suitable for training or not.

So then, none of you folks...

So none of us were.

That would be outlaw d today, lua.

Is 1t?

Yeah, it's outlaw.

You think anybody knows it still?

I don't think so, no. Oh that one can be 1 smd 1 old man and you
one big man, you go there and boy he just roll you like a marble.
Did you see 1it?

No, I didn't see. I heard about. Didn see. Only thing is, see,
in that Hawaiian way, see, you take out your malo and ell that, you
make him kiss your rear. You know, if it's a real enemy to you,
they do it. And then when that they do that, said, I don know
how, but some heeby-jeeby stuff I think. But he say if you the
instructor and all, you know how to do that, say when the people
come in you back get warm, hot. So what you do you go
in the corner of the party or something like that, that's where
you staye.

In the corner of the house.

Why do you go in the corner?

Well, you here in the lu'au here and all that, you go by the
corner. Cause anybody come in the front of you aad you just
tackle, jujitsu or what, you can put the person away. But 1f
you stand in the center or something 1idat, somebody can come from
behind of you, so your art is nothinge.

2, Side 1
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Some people say that in the old time, the older brother bossed the
other brothers around, they had to give him respvect. Did you feel
like that was...?

No, I don't think that way. =

That wgsn't part of your family?

My fatherwas, I think we were all equal. To me we was all equal.

Only thing like when my brothersgrew up, they went they own way, eh?

How do you mean?

Well, they get merried, they went out, and then before that they
were thinking of going away and all that. So, when they get married
well...they keft homg, eh?

But you didn' t.

No, I didn't.

And was that because you were the oldest, you should stay?

Well, when I was growing up, you know, I think of, more the
christian way, no? Honor thy fether and thy mother. So I

always think of that, see? Respecto
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He was working plantation and his dad was working plantation,
so the two, you know (J. Two of us were.) remained on the
plantation. When we firsi got married we stayed with his folks,
and then we, later on, moved to a little plantation hogse and
then, affer a while, a year or two, his father got (J: Before
the war, second world war) was sick, so, he got injured, fell from
a horse, om the job. After that he got different illnesses and
he didn't go back to work. They moved to Hilo with, to stay in
Hilo at his brother-in-law's house fAkanas/, where his mother
was live. So James and I moved back into his parents' home.

So during that time, what, we had only 3, e children, no?
Junior, David and Nelson. Then he passed away, eh? It's hard.
He died so young tho.

Put that down. 58. (James! father died at 58 in 1948. His
mother at 87 in 1983.)

You said the horse fell on him?

No, the horse slipped, slide down. That time was cement, pave-

ment road. Just before WWZ2.

Yeah, when Dec. 7, he was in the hospital already.

Then he came back and then he start working, eh? He used to

get chauffeur, had his own car, and then he has the chaaffe ur.

They supply, plantation. I think gas was plantation. They had

ration, I think he get 16 gallon a month. Plus they own 16, so get

32 gallon, eh? He got Model A, well you can get lotta mileage,

i+ 53— Y- PR A . =
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eh? It's over 30 miles to a gallon.
After that different health problems came up so he had to quite.
With pension.

How did you get along with your brother's and your sister? Were
you closer to any of them than others?

Annie was the baby in the family so she was everybody's pet.
Pet, yeah.

Jarrett wgs raised by the grandparents on the Elderts! sideo

My mother's side.

He wasn't actud ly hanai'd bejthem?

No, no. Just. Legally it wasn't adopted, see, but they took care
of him, I think from only small I t hink.

How old was he when he went with them?

Oh, must be, oh, was baby I think, something 1like that. Cause
he didn't go school with us and all that. He was down in Kapoho
all the time.

8o he wasalways with them...you don't call that hanai?

Well, that's hanal, yeah, but not legal yeah?

Oh, the Hawaiian way, hanail is not legal.

Yeah, he was hanai. , _ ; ¥ea

Then he was there from, what, 1917 he W2S DOrfecol7e¢e 27eesthink
he was, what, 16 years.../portion reserved/—/Jemes? father '

3 e get his son back from the grandparents k.
say, okay, it*s hOt legal adopted, it's your son, so you dan have °
him. Cause I think after t hat, he was living down there, he just
proamin around, wasn't working...down at Kapoho. So...father tell

em, well, you folks accept employees of 16 years? He tell yeah.
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S0, somehow your father could control him and the g randparents
couldn't?

Oh yeah, they couldn't control him. Ceme, stay with us, on the
plantation. Still yet, he was on his own. Too much freedom.
Well, T think, when you hanai like that, you know, come back to
the femily, his habits were different, and you have to change.
And thene wasn't that closeness as'the rest of the family, I
think.

Yeah, I could see it. Then he went, join the National Guard
and all that, so...go out and gambling and all that.

Well, he just went out into the world, where you stayed in the
protected plantation camp, you never went anywhere.

Well, that's the best place for use.

Cen you think about your grandparents a little bit, your grand-
father and your two grandmothers, and tell me what kind of people
they were, 1if you compare them to other people?
Well, to me, on my father's side, I think my grandmother them's
more educated, on my father's side. They more broad-minded.
More educated than other people in the community?
No, but comparing between my father's side and my mother's side,
I thknk my father's side is more broad-minded.
You mean more aware of the world?
Yeah, the world and all that.
That grandfather, your FF, do you know how he came to Kaimu?
Oh my FF? Well, he came from Kohala and attended Boarding
School, and I think he went down Kalapana side and all that
and then met my grandmother Annie. I didn't know /The details of/
that. /bit omitted/
What did they teach at Hilo Boarding Schoo, I wonder.
Uh, more vocation. And I think sascademic too.
Was your grandfather 'akamai?
Ch yeah, he was smart. GF was smart. Oh, for adding end all that,
oho, he just read the figures down, 8ll that, one time, the answer
come right out. My grandfather was smart.
What about his speaking?
Oh, speaking wgs good. (F: His English was good?) K
His English was good and he always go the church convention
and a1 that. And he's not aEraido He's well-educated tho!'.
Compare your grandpa and tutu Wiki (James' FB) in conversation.
How does your grandfather speak, better than your uncle?
Oh yeah. He's more---oh, when he speak English, oh boy, he's
odd.
gow come you call your uncle tutu Wiki?
Oh, because my kids call. I call him uncle but...because of that.
Oh, he has a...they called their grandpa & funny name, I don
know why. What?
Taita. (F: Tutu Itaita.)
Strong.
How come you called him that?
Because he's strong in the mouth, eh? What he says gotta be done,
eh? (laughs) He's strong boy, what he says gotta be done.



P His word is law.

J: His wrd is law. So we respect that, so call em Tutu Taita.

C: Did you call him that to his face too?

J¢ Yeah, to his face. (bit omitted)

C: So I guess your grandfather was a strong church man?

Ji Ch yesgh, he's strong. (Shows me names on list of church members. )
Here---J.L. Ahie, that's my grandfather, and then my grandmother
Hina Ahla and then this was Mala'o, Auihi. (bit omitted)

C: Were your grandparents married in church?

J: I don't know. In those days married in the church or not? Mostly
home, no? I know when my uncle Willie FElderts, Minnie's father and
mother, got married, was in the home.

Ct If they got married in the home, was there a service?

: Well, just, yesh "I pronounce you husband and wife."

Fu Was that the minister?

Js Yeah, ministers were there. (bit omitted)

C¥ Bh, so you know that your mother's father and mother were married
that way, is that what you said, the Elderts?

: The Elderts I don know, whether 1t's home or what. Maybe I
think. I think they usually get married where the lu'au is.
Where everybody is there.

F: Well, they pick a place they gonna have the wedding, and then the
party is made there also. (bit omitted)

Cs What abwut your GGF, do you know anything about him?

g No, only I know he's a good fisherman and that's the one I say

about the shark and 8ll that, no? That's g1 that I know about

him. And then when you look, I think you don't see that name

Mala' o. /We discuss the name M. Kalaemekani which I found

for the Mala'o Kaimu lot. Jsesmes doesn't recognize it as his

FFF's name. Says he needs to look at his deed: ./

And then you can see, maybe, cause he has another property too, way

up, up Kalewa. That's back about 3 miles from Kaimu.

H Who owns that property?

: As one and d 1 that.

= Your father's property, eh?

Well, after that, but I mesn the 0ld deed.

H What about your grandmothers, how did they get along?

: Oh, I don know. Cause I know the other one, the real one, stayed

with him in Kaimu, Annie, and the other one went with the daughter

in Hilo, teking care all the children. 8o Annie stayed until she

got sick and then she went Hilo, stayed at the house, W th the two
of them there, two sisters, and then she went to the hospital and

died. So was down there all the time, helping my grandfather.

I used to take care of her.

(6)1 - When she died, did they bring her back to Kaimu for the funeral?

J: Yeah, but I think they had the funeral service right at Matayoshi
hospital, they had pastor Desha, cause I still remember. This
was 1925. Then from there we brought on down with Dodo's hearse
down to Kalapana. Then she was bluried at Kalapana, but church
service was &1l at Matayoshil hospital.

g The people went there for the service?

J: Was only fewo. Only few, for t he f amily. So when took em down,
all that, said "not going get funeral service#" "No, no, it's
pau already." So--the hearse just took em straight up.
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Was that like a family grave site?

No, community. @n the lava.

Whereabouts is that cemetary?

As when you leave Kaimu, coming to Kapoho side, going up there,
on that lava flow. On the msuka side, get & lotta graves there.
S& my grandmother Annle, and then my grandfather below.

In the same cemetary?

Seme plsce, yeah, but different area.

So when your grandmother died, did you come up to Hilo before she
died?

Well, that time, my father was living at Keaau that time, Olaa.

And I was down with my grandfather, staying there.

Did you know that she was going to die and go up to see her?
Well, I know she was sick, gotta carry her and bedpen and all
that. She was pretty sicke.

But then, when she died, you came up fer the funeral?

Well, I was living Hilo, eh? Me and my father, I was there by
the bedside. Only thing was, I scold my father, why you no let
me know? When they were all by the bedside, they knew she was
gonna go, eh? But they didn't let us know, so...just slept.

And in the morning they say, oh Grandma gone.

You father was there tho?

Yeah, my father was there and grandfather, but not the kids. Had
all the arrangements already made with Dodo and all that, so...Not
this Richard Dodo, the father, his father.

What about when your grandfather died?

Gh, my grandfather died et the house, Kalg ana, his house. He
was sick too, and we used to go down and come lEcke. :
Were you there when he died?

When he died, yeah. But when he went down, that time, they
called my father and us¢, we was working that day, and says, oh
he's getting low. So we went down and he was still breathing and
the minute we 811 get there, and after that he...pau. We all say
look like hewas waiting for us. All the famlly was there,

and friends, all that.

Did he say anything to you before he died?

No, he was in a coma Qlready.

Were you able to gieve when he dled?

Qh yeah. I did. The only thing was, got so mad about, was our
real GM Awihi and my uncle, cause my grandfather always keep J
record, everythingm and he has &ll in his trunk what he has. And
he was good on Hawaiian herbs. He believe in Hawaiian herbs. And
Ttve seen, my cousin fall down from t he mango t ree and all that.
Alright, he told em , no, bring em down. So just by Hawaiian
herbs and all that, just rubbing and, oh,oh, my cousin used to
scream. So we used to go, I used to go pick the herbs and then say,
oh you get this, and that. Just from that and then came straight.
So my cousins's father he say, oh take em to the doctor. My GF
said no, he say I'1ll take care. It came all right.

He didn't tie it up with the herbs, just rub em?

Just rub. But when he rub, oh, somebody gotta go hold the hand
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like this--to hold the hand, pull and a1 that, end then he rub,

eh? /demonstrates pulling the arm out/ and each time he rub, you

gﬁll. Really surprising, no? That's the first time I wen see
date.

Fe So all those information that he had recorded got burned?
J: Yes.

Side 2

/James told how his grandfather's land was willed to James and

his cousin, /

C: Oh, not to your father, just went directly to you?

Jz Yeah, and mu cousine.

F: How o0ld were you when you signed it over to your father?

Je I think over 20. 23 I think or 24.

F: Why did you sign it back to your father?

J: Well, he way for sign em and give em to him, eh? Well, I could

see, cause 1f not would lose the whole thing, e h? Cause my

cousin, what? Tai Leong, what he does. Gamble and all thsat. 172

not, wouldn be inthe family, the property now.

Oh, so it went to both you and your cousin jointly?

J: Yeah, that property, see? So when we growing up and all that, so
my father say, oh more better sign. We had to turn his naper
and all that, so we signed t o him, eh?

s This cousin and James were the pet, grandpa's pd.

Cs: What cosuin was that?

J: Tali Leong, Thomas Chang Akana.

Cs You told me at one time that you were caretake 6f Qai'als Chapel.

J: Yeah, 50¢ a month. I don't know how much members was e ttending
at that time, but about.15, about 10 or 20 veople. Not regular, eh?
Sometime get two coming. :

C: Those would have been only the Kaimu folks?

J: Yeah, Kaimu folks and up Mokuhulu and all that. Keliihoomalu's

used to come. Same thing they having at Haili, they have morning

service.

And from there you walk all the way to Kalapana?

Yeah.

So how early would that service have been?

Oh, they start about]4, 6:30 or 7. One hour service, and then

go home, eat, and then go over to Kalapana. So Kalapana be about

9:60 or 10.

C: Did you usually hsve a kahu at Kalapana church?

3 Yeah, Kalapana, that's where you get the kahu, there.
: But not at the chapel?

J: No, not at chavel, that mostly the licentiate or the deacons
come over. Or sometime you get the kahu come over too. Specisl
Sunday, I think one a month or something 1idét he comes over md
then, plus in Kalapanae.

0z Actually, I should ask you first of all, in the Hawaiian churches,
what' g the position of the deacons and the licentiates that you're
talking about? What do they do?

F: Kahu is the minister. They can perform weddings and communion.
Licentiate preacher is below the kahu. Does he perform commuhion ?

g: Ho_ he cannot,

oy ey iy
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And then the deacons...
Deacons are like the licentiates, they are recognized by the confer-
ence, uh?
Yeah, by Hawaiian Evangelical Association at that time. They
can do preaching but they cannot perform weddings and...
Funerusl they can.
And then the deacons, they help with serving of the communion and
To chair.
I guess when there's hé preacher, nobody but the deacons...
Take over the service. That's how we do here.
Ck,ok. So I know at one point your grendfather is shown as in
charge of the Kalapana church--1925 I think. So he would heave
been a deacon?
Yean, my grandfather is a deacon. I think he's a deacon and
licentiate. Cause he always represent the church at the
conference, eh? /portion omitted/
/Today/ they don't have licentiste. They got away wi th that.
You think there's no more licentiates?
No. I don't think so. I'm not sure on thate.
So there must have been a8 period of time when there was no
kahu at Kalapana Churche.
Oh, they off and on. J: Off and on, yeah.
So maybe that's wmny your grandfather was listed as iIn charge, cause
he was a deacon. Would there only be 1 deacon?
No, descon get plenty I think, get plenty of them was, plenty
deacons was there. I thknk my grandfather was licentiate. They
call em ha'i 'Clelo, eh?
Preacher, lectueer.

(bit omitted)
So when you were the caretaker of that chapel, what did that
involve doing?
Well, open the door. And then Saturday go sweep inside, or some-
time Sunday, well mostly Saturday I go there, clean up and all
that, mop inside. And then put Ilower, whatever can find around
you know. >
I'ts walking distance, eh? ¢
And then my cousin go mske fun. Oh, you gotta watch or Haleola
would be there. Anyway, she pass away, down in the week and zll
that. One of the members.. Try to scare me. (F: the ghost.)
So how old were you when yocu did that?
Was maybe 8,9 years old I think.
And then & 1 the way till 137
Yeah, 13 (when he moved to Mt. View)
Was that usual for a kid to do that?
Well, I just do it for love and just to help, eh? It's nothing
that.
Was that carried away by a tidal wave or something?
No, no, just when you move away, and then my grandfather d ed,
and, just nobody went back there.
The chapel was s till there & fter we were married.
Yeah, buteee
Who bought the lumber?
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J: Oh was Kini Aki, eh? They were under Kalapana Mauna Kea Church,
80 they just dismantled.

They used the lumber for the lMaunma Kea Church?

Nos no. Carpenter and those who helped tear down. That was
shame, eh? to let that thing just...

Cause vhen they build that church it was sO narrow, so snd l.

SO0 my grandfather say, he say, well ok, I give part of the land,
for as long as the church stand can use my property. So when tear
down the church and 211 that, went beet to the family.

N a

(pagt of the interview untranscribed--discussion of families &and
places in Kaimu while looking at tax-map,) 4

Untranscribed note%/Tirst portion also unrecorded:

Lot 33(now Akana's)--first house platform Donna photographed, where
James' father was born

FA: Was your family Iot an shupuat' a?

JA: I'm not sure.

James also unsure how the two lots owned by his family(34,33)
were acouired, whether they were both Mala'o laad or note.

The Kaimu-Makena Houselots area (farther mauka) was sold later.
No one lived there in James' time at Kaimu. His family got

43 acres there in 3 lots--GF Ahla bought 1, his F bought 2;
(26--subdivied into 96,97 also owned by B Jarrett; Z7--subdivided
into 98,99 also now sold, formerly owned by B Abe; 89 owned by

S Annie)

(former)

Lot 35(now county}--was once Keliihoomalu land; no Keliihoomalu
lived there in James' time. But wasan old house there; later
(after 1946 tidal wave) the red cross built a house there for
/Harry¥ Keliihoomelu whose house weas destpoyed by wave; then
state condemned the land for roadway

Several Keliihoomalu families in area during his time--
Harry Keliihoomalu (Lot 41, by BlackSands drive-in)
Williem '' (HF of Louise Keliihoomalu) sl liitata
Henry '' (Robert's F, good guitar player)

Lot 28(now a subdivision)--Charles Will house, big house by beaach;
a Hilo contractor, haole, cgme down for weekends, let folks
go thru his lot to beach

Lot 31l(now Kalapana Shores subdivid on)-Keehi place (James never
saw the Keahi's, gone, but place refereed to as their land);
Kaneapua lived there, later moved to Lot 27, then Koreéan
people lived at Lot 31

no more lived in that direction
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Lot 36 --Desha's house (2 story, foundation still there);

Kauwila, the song-leader, used to live there; had heiau by
the corner. Kauwila put the body of his dead daughter on

top, to let the flesh rot off:

J: "So my grandfather went to the Board of Hedl th. They had to
take em awey." (This was before James time) "But still get
the rock all piled up."

F: Wasn't that the old way? or they put in caves?

J:¢ They put in cave, but some they put em out, eh? Save the
bone, eh?

Lot 37

J: Yeah, next to Pe'a I don't know who, t hey used to be, what?,
oh, friends with they family t oo, they call em, o}, Keola,
they related to the Deshas. Helen (I e Hong) would know.

(I mention that the name on the grent is John Ulumahipua Pe'a
and that Kini says he took his wife Kauwila's name)

J: So all this used to be owned by Kauwila then?
C: llaybe
refers do J: /Ighn Ulumahipua Pe' 8 Yeah, I think that's Gabriel's
dilerent brother. Then plus he sold em to, whet, Yamada I think was.
cae (Sec Joh n Ulumahipua. And I think he went on, asking the brother
%gﬁadxaon§j if he like the land, they don't say nothing, so he just turned
around and sold em to Yamada. Oh, they were big fuss with
him. So he wanted the money badly, so, brother went vay
no, so when he found out, too late, he sold em to Yamada.
Lot 38--was Pe'a's. Gave 1 acre lot to Tom Okino for acting as lawyer--
"doing paperwork"
Lot 39 (now Esther Souza)--was Kealoha's
Lot 40 (now mostly Peter Lee Hong, Pauline Wright)--was Wai'au's
Lot 41 Keliihoomalu's
Lot 42 now Jimmy Kealoha--former Lt. governor
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