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Interview #9 with Herbert Kaaukai 12/24/96 Tape 1 side A

CL: So Herbert, you used to go pipi ulua eh, ulua fishing?

HK: Oh yeah.

CL: Where did you go, what places did you go?

HK: You know this Kalapana where the cliff, yeah? ‘E Get two spot
on top there. The first cliff low one then another high one. One

the low one, one the high one. Kalaemakani they call that point.

CL: Both spots are Kalaemakani?

HK: Right there, on top the highest, Kalaemakani. And another one
on, I forgot the name that place, little higher. And then more down
at, right where the cave of refuge, there's a Hawaiian name over
there. Forget already.

CL: Hakuma?

HK: Yeah, Hakuma, Hakuma cave. Right there, that's another place
they make ulua. :

CL: Third one?

HK: Yeah. That's three. Then another further down, Kupahu'a.
That's where Willie Ka‘awaloa they lived before.

CL: Right close to where their house?

HK: Yeah, right in the back. There's an inlet over there, a little
bay, just by the point, that's where the lae ulua, right there.

CL: So the inlet, if you're looking out to sea and you're at the
inlet, the lae is on the...

HK: On the left side.
CLi::: . Gn :the lekk
HK: Yeah. And they call that lae Lae Mand.

CL: Did that used to be a canoe landing there, a long time back,
that little inlet?

HK: Yeah, it's an inlet. But plenty more ulua spot more down yet,
until Kapa‘'ahu. Plenty spot had.

CL: You went to those other ones too, farther down as well?

HK: Yeah. Oh not that far. Before we never had the car those days.
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We walk only. We walk from Kalapana on the cliff then we walk all
the way down.

CL: After that one, Ka Lae Mand, what else? Tell me the rest, if
you remember.

HK: I forget already. That's another one then I can get another
one is Puhiokalaikini. You heard that name Puhikalaikini, yeah
another one over there. Then right next got nother one Halaaniani.
CL: One time you told me I think Kulalau'uala.

HK: Oh yeah, Kulalau'uala. Past Kaunaloa, next to Halaaniani,
that's Kulalau'ula, there's another one there too. Lae ulua.

CL: If you going down towards Kapa‘'ahu, you come to Halaaniani
first?

HK: Yeah, after you past Kupahua. Then you come to Halaaniani.
Then after Halaaniani you come to Kaunaloa, Kaunaloa, you never
been that way.

CL: Yeah I have.

HK: Now you remember that long island going out? They dock the
ship out side and the small boats come in there. Now it's all the
water take em out. Before it was all fill that place, level. Not
all the way out. That's Kaunaloa that. And there's one lae ulua
over there too.

CL: So that Kulalau'uala which side of Kaunalca is that? Ka'u
side.

HK: Yeah, on the Ka'u side. Kualau'uala then Kaunaloa. Kaunaloa
then... No, wait, Halaaniani then Kaunaloa. Yeah.

CL: And then Kulalau'uala.
HK: Yeah, after Kulalau'uala, Halaaniani then Kaunaloa.

CL: - That's what I thought before. So first you going to get
Puhiakaleikini, then Kulalau'uala, then Halaaniani, then Kaunaloa.

HK: Yeah.

CL: So how many of those places have ulua spots?

HK: Oh going get way down.

CL: No, no. Puhiakaleikini, you fish ulua there too.

HK: Oh yeah only one spot.
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CL: Only one spot. And then Kulalau'uala is different.

HK: Yeah different. Only one spot. See this place is all small
like that so they have their own lae ulua.

CL: So one lae ulua at Puhiakaleikini, one at Kulalau'uala, one
Halaaniani?

HK: Halaaniani and then Kaunaloa.
(8] B Has one too?

HK: Yeah, had one there too. That's just about the boundary of I
would say Kalapana and Kapa‘'ahu. Right there. Then from there on on
the Kapa‘'ahu side they get one, you know where Kaipo Roberts live?
Was right in the back their house. Had one over there too. I
forget, that's a name that place. Every place ulua get name but we
don't, like you don't meet everytime, we talk over all the time but
nobody to talk with, so I forget. It goes all the way down till the
end of Kapa'ahu, way far gone already.

CL: How far did you go fishing? did you go all the way down
11 1 oo PR

HK: Oh we go far as Apua. But when we go that far we go on the
horse or the donkey and we stay there about a week or less, maybe
about four days. We get nough fish we come. Only for fish or maybe
one or two goats. We slaughter the goats, strip em all, in the,

salt em, dry em together with the fish. About third, fourth day we
come home.

CL: And who did you go down there with?

HK: Oh I go with my older brother. But the first I went with my
father, my uncles, then later on my brother, then friends they like
go so we go. Us kamaainas from over there. They know the place but
they like some partner so they call me. Okay, we go.

CL: Did you ever see Willy Kaawaloa out there?

HK: Kaawaloa, Willy? No. I never did go out with them because they
was on that side, Kapaahu side. Us Kalapana, then Mokuhulu by
themselves. But we go out for the same fishing spot. But we don't
combine together. All separate.

CL: I wonder if I got you together with Willy Kaawaloa if you'd
remember some of the names. If you talked together if you'd be able
to remember names, ulua spots.

HK: Oh yeah, oh was plenty. No problem with ulua spots because
well if I there first and you come, well you go to the next one.
You might come, we talk story then he'll keep on going, go to the
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next spot. You fish over there, I fish here, somebody over there.
Plenty spots, no problem because everybody cannot take all the
spots. Maybe only two, three people going fishing ulua. And there's
about ten spots. So no worry. Not that much people going fish,
cover the same spot. Maybe only two, three that's all. So no
problem. Plenty place for go.

CL: What if don't catch a fish at one spot? Do you try a different
spot?

HK: That's all for the day. We go home. No we don't go nother one.
Maybe the next day yeah, but the same day we only go to one. We
don't catch at all, that's all. We go home. We throw all the bait
in the water. It's no good for the next time already.

CL: Yeah, cause we went with Ben Hauanio, Kauhi. We didn't catch
and he said, "Oh don't throw the bait in the water because we

didn't catch. Throw the bait on the land" he said. You ever heard
that?

HK: What you mean?

CL: He said ka puhi. We didn't catch any ulua so he said "Don't
throw the bait in the water, throw it on the land. Don't give it to
the water.

HK: What kind bait?
CL: - Puhi.- No: ka- ulua.

HK: No catch nothing. Even me, sometime we go, we no catch
nothing. It all depend. 0Old timers they say sometimes the bait no
good. And that's not the time to go, that's not the moon. So we
learned like that, slowly. Unless you're real interested, they tell
you. But if they look at you, waste, you not, you don't look like
a fisherman, they won't bother with you. They won't give you no
information. That's why was hard too. My father was the same thing.
When we had six boys in the family, he never tell one of us until
he dead. Tell, "Oh why?" "Oh," he tell, "because we are too
friendly with everybody over there, we might show them." And that's
truth. It happened that way. Not only my father like that. Some
oldtimers the same thing. If I want to teach you I wanta see nobody
else with you. I want to teach you and if you know all, well it's
up to you want to teach the guys, it's up to you. But he no like
teach too many guys. I like teach only you. If you want your friend
to know it's up to you to teach them. You no call me every time

teach my friend. No way, they don't like that. So it was hard
those days, not that easy.

CL: What do you think about weather for ulua fishing? Does it make
a difference the weather, if it's trade winds or Kona winds?
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HK: Oh, all that counts up. It all depend on the weather too, the
climate, and the current especially. The current must, the best
current they want the current that coming in, not the one from in
shore go out, right or left. They like the current that bring in,;
cause when you pound the palu even the current come in, that palu
still going spread out not too far. The ulua going smell em, he
going come in. But if it go too far out shark going come in too.
That's why hard. For the most part of ulua, the current all come in
and dead right there. ‘'E don't carry at all.

CL: You don't want it to take the puhi far?

HK: Yeah. They don't make, find the place. There's ulua any place,
but they find the place where the spot that the current don't go
out, go left or go right, but just come in. And if you pound the
puhi quick, in no time two or three come in. But you take the place
where the current going out, oh take long time for it come in. By
the time you come in you pound this whole puhi for nothing. But
this, to guys today, they don't know that. Just they know lae ulua.
Okay they go over there and they think fish come. But they wonder
why so slow he come or never come at all. Because that's not the
time to go. It's certain time with the climate come in, the
current, that's when you go there. But you have to know when.

CL: How do you tell about the current? How can you tell when the
current is good?

HK: Throw one stick in the water and see how the stick come in.
CL: It should come toward you?

HK: Yeah it comes toward you, hit the pali, good. But if it hit
the pali way down there, way up there, no good. Change, go another

one. That's how we find how the current go. Otherwise no more ulua
come. So we go to the next one.

CL: And then you gotta carry your stick to the next one. You gotta
take your stick down and carry it to the next one.

HK: Yeah.

CL: What you think, if I get you together sometime with Willie
Kaawaloa, can you guys remember the names?

HK: Of what?
CL: Of the lae ulua.
HK: Oh I think Willie he know. He more old than me.

CL: You think he knows? Maybe he forgets too.
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HK: He live right there. He was brought up when he was small boy
with the grandparents. Until today he is the one know all the
place. No problem that guy. You go over there he know. But I guess
he old now. I don't think so he go fishing.

€L: No: I don't-think so.
HK: Yeah I don't think so.

CL: So Herbert, did you ever hear anything about petroglyphs in
the park? You know those petroglyphs at Puuloa? Puuloa, you know
Puuloa, that place. They have those petroglyphs carved in the rock.
What do you call those, ki‘'i pdhaku?

HK: I forget already. Yeah they take the navel of the baby and
then over there they make hole, they put em inside, then they get
round pebble, flat one, cover em up. They don't like the rat, the
mongoose go get em. Because if the mongoose get em, that child
going be a thief, that's why. But that's the old days before, not

today.
CL: 1In your time did they still take the pikos over there?

HK: No. Our time my father take em in the ocean. Tied em with a
rock. When they go out in the canoe, he drop em there.

CL: So must have been long before.

HK: Oh to me not very long because it's still my time already. My
brother one, two, three, five, before me and me, everybody, my
father took em.

CL: In the ocean.

HK: No only me. Every family. I don't if other place do the same
thing but I know in the whole Puna district that's what they do. I
don't know why.

CL: So in your father's time, when he was born, did they take the
piko to Puuloa?

HK: Ah no.

CL: Before, even more before.

HK: Yeah. Those pikos was way before. Not us these people, even
from Kapa‘ahu, the oldest, first people live there never did, but

before that, yeah.

CL: So only from stories you folks know.

HK: Yeah.
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HK: And what about those petroglyphs? You know those pictures at
Puuloa. You know those pictures?

HK: I forget already. Those is not only from the Puna people. The
way I heard it's people who come that way. Oh they see, they go
make. And people from this side, Hamakua side they go that side and
they still make. That's why come more big. It's not original from
Kalapana, Kapa'‘'ahu people. Never had that much people make that
before. But it's the outside people who come plus of Puna people
too. That's what the old people talk. We ask them those questions,
you know. In fact I remember my school days we walk all the way
down there. Never had road but they had a trail right there, just
to look that petroglyph. Now good, not too far to walk now. But
that thing stay overgrown. I think, I don't know, National Park
should go weed the place. All grown with grass.

CL: What did people say about those pictures? Did they say why
people made them or anything?

HK: I really don't know why. I know he get some petroglyph the
canoe with the sail. Mostly human, animal. I don't know, I never
been there for long time. You know the thing is, may be overgrown
with weed. That's why the National Park try do something, no let
the grass grow. Preserve that place. Otherwise when the sand move,
you know from the pahoehoe all come sandy like the grass keep on
moving, moving. Baimby no more. Some things going cover. And then
if you going try to clean it up again, you might damage everything
over there. It going be more worse. You went there already?

CL: I've seen, yeah.

HK: It's not too far from the walk on the road. But I think grass
kind of overgrown. I don't know, I never been there long time.

CL: A few years ago when I was there too.
HK: Oh two years ago? Oh not too long.
CL: Maybe longer, maybe four or five.

HK: But the last time I went I look all the pahoehoe, I think from
the weather, come all sandy like. And the wind blow it and the
grass growing right there, right around. And that year, I forgot
what year was. It's over ten years ago I seen that. Otherwise going
continue like that the grass going overgrown. And if you want to

try to clean, you gotta scrape that thing I guess. You going to
damage the petroglyph.

Cli: 80 18 there any of thoge on the Kalapana side, those
petroglyphs?

HK: Not that T know.



CL: Only over there.

HK: Only over there. Maybe had but maybe all weather damage. But
couldn't be. If those weren't still there today those was more old.

If Kalapana get, gotta be new, not old like that one. (talking to
kids)

CL: Herbert, do you remember Keauhou Ranch?

HK: Yeah.

CL: Do you know anybody who worked up there? Is anybody still
around who worked there?

HK: First that ranch was the Shipman's. Called this guy Buster
Brown before. Yeah, after that I don't know.

CL: They went back to Shipman I think.

HK: Yeah. Then Buster Brown took over. I don't know after that the
National Park I think.

CL: Yeah. Then it went to the National Park. There's nobody alive
anymore that worked there is there?

HK: No. They were hardly anybody already. In 19... 1937 I think I
work up there. In the Triple C that time. And then we go down to
Ainahou Ranch over there. And I think it was under the Shipman
management I think that time.

CL: Yeah. Ainahou too yeah.

HK: Yeah. Go drive goats over there. Plenty goats. The Triple C;
1937, yeah '37. I work up there in the National Park for the Triple
C that time. And a year later that's when they make a goat drive.
That's the first goat drive the National Park ever made. So almost
after the day's work, or the day's work already, pau for the day,
then they wen drive in 13,000 goats I think, for the day. On our
way walk back from Kapukapu, from the beach now, going back to
Ainahou, over there we catch the transportation car, go back to the
camp, bLriple C at that time.

CL: They had a road down there? You could take the car?
HK: Ainahou?

CL: Yeah.

HK: Yeah. Not the, Ainahou is the grass part you can make road any
old place go down. Then they had trucks go down there. The
Filipinos hauled, they buy the goats from the National Park. The
rest the goats, drive em in the ocean. They want to get rid of the
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goats because they destroy all the native plants. Some were new,
was plantin. They destroy em. But they couldn't get rid. Was more
goats was coming. I don't know how many drives they was making. And
till today, they still yet, the goats, more now. That's where I get
hurt. I broke my collar bone. Was climbing up Kapukapu Hill on our
way going home. Without notice goats was in the front of us. They
were hiding behind the boulders. And they went see us, they start
to run. Oh the landslide came down. Plenty rock, can't even see.
Oh, whack me, knock out. Some more guys in the back of me, they
went duck down. Had one cliff. I just made it on top that's why. If
I was below I would be safe. But the other guys behind me, they hid
behind on cliff. So the rock went go over them. But because only
me, so not so bad, only me. But if the rest of the guys, about 20
of them after me, I was the first guy going up. But that was my
mistake. The trail was suppose to go around. But I never like go
around so I cut short. That's what I get, punish.

CL: That was the trail up to Ainahou.

HK: Yeah, up to Ainahou. They get all the trucks there wait, pick
up all the boys, rangers, all.

CL: So in those days, you couldn't of drived down, any farther
down, only to Ainahou.

HK: Only Ainahou.
CL: You couldn't come farther down makai?.

HK: No. Only by animal, by horse they go down. Far as Ainahou,
that's all can go. It's a ranch all open but it's not road, ik'ls
all up and down. They can make road if they want but I don't think
so they want to make a road. Till today there's no road. Yeah he
get a road right down, he get a ranch house down there too. It's
owned by the Shipmans. Shipmans were the first occupied that place
before. I think before National Park.

CL: Yeah I think so. But I heard some Kalapana boys used to work
there at Ainahou. I think

HK: Ainahou? No that was a triple C that.

CL: But before that, didn't some Kalapana folks used to work
there?

HK: Before that I was going to school yet. I know my father, my
uncle used to go drive goats in the National Park, drive em all
down to Kalapana and then from over there, people who want, just
help themselves for nothing. Oh was way before, in the 20's. I was
still going to school. They were makin goat drive from National
Park. But couldn't make a good drive. But when they went create
this triple C, then they had the men to make the drive. So about
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300 of them, I was one of them, my brothers all work up there.
That's how I when I get hurt up there, goat drive. But today they
finally got rid though but it's still little bit though, still
going yet.

CL: Well I thought, I can't remember exactly, but I thought Kini
Pe‘a was (end of side A)

Side B

CL: I thought he said that before, when he was young, somebody from
Kalapana used to work for that ranch. You don't know.

HK: Who was the man that had that?
CL: Well when Buster Brown had it. When Brown had it.

HK: Oh yeah, 6 yeah. They had some guys work up there. I forget
already. Because when we first made the goat drive for National
Park they were involved that too, the ranch, Buster Brown ranch.
And then, oh but they started from in the 30's I think. But the
National Park like get rid the goat so they have cowboys from
Kalapana go drive goats, take em all to Kalapana. Then the
Filipinos come. Not sell, just give em away just to gt pid. Bl
cannot. More was breeding, that they gave up. Then the National
Park tried to make their own drive. But cannot still till today,
still has the goats. But according to the people, old Hawaiians,
they say cannot get rid because it was already said, na ka kao ka
‘dina, for the goat the land. And this saying was I was only small
boy. I still remember that till today. And that goats still yet
till today. Never get rid.

CL: Na wai k&la ‘'‘©lelo?

HK: Forget this guy already. That's what he said. He said no
sense. More you destroy more come. If you don't destroy, alright.
You know what I mean. But they was driving em in the ocean. If they
went sell, the way they were going was good. Filipinos, take em
away, no buy, for nothing. But they drive em in the ocean for
nothing. So Hawaiians, they no like that. Only waste that. Why

don't dey give em to anybody who like. But nobody like goat. Only
Filipinos like goats.

CL: What about you?

HK: I no like goats too. Goats, I used to get goat, one goat in
the yard. And if that chain ever broke, he ate every damn thing. So

I no like goat. He ate every damn thing, vegetable, he clean em up
boy. Oh geat, I no like.

CL: They taste okay though, when they're young.
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