Consent To Release of Interview Information Form

Kalapana Oral History Project

1, J/ éﬁﬁ/ ?f“\ [Otz/ 7&&[&%@1112 for Edna Nahale), hereby grant the right to

use of 1nf0nnat10n ’["10%L tape-recordings and/or notes taken at interviews dated
5/{«2f§‘f Fail &% L%/ on fapel

to Interviewer _ Charles [anglas for use in the Kalapana Oral History Project. 1

understand that the interview records will be kept by the interviewer and that the
information contained in the interviews will be used in reports to be made available to the
general public. Specifically, information will be used in a book about Kalapana, titled
Under the Volcano: the people of Kalapana, 1823-1990, to be published by Kamehameha

Schools Press.
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The following optional conditions limit the release of information, as agreed between the
interviewer and the interviewee:
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By Russ and Peg Apple

ITTURNED into a blg disorganized
mess that morning in 1840 on the
heach at Hilo as the American expedi-

- tion tried to start inland. Plans, per-’
feet on paper, performed poorly m
practice.

Part of the blame could be placed
perhaps on the white man’s run. That
- was 0ne explanation advanced to ae-
count for the absence of the Hawaiian
'who had put the plans on paper #nd
was needed to oversee an orderiyt'
start, :

.thsdlctmnal rivalry, jealousy and -
oneupmanship between two key Hilo
chiefs is another partial explanation.
And even if the American concept of

. organization and chain-of-command
had been fully communicated to the
. 200 Hawaiians hired as porters, light
\lpads were more attractive than
heavy. The pay was the same. Or
was it? -

" THOSE 200 Hawauan porters were
. orgamzed into' companies of 50, each
“with a~captain and lieutenants. Ha-
 walian scholars had been imported
! from Labainaluna school to record
each porter’s name in the books. As
part of the’ reco;'dmg and hiring pro-
cess, each-man agreed to carry his
4ssigned load t6 the summit of Mauna
Loa, agnd back down again., Loads
“were numbered and eolor coded.
Most loads were assigned to one
- porter; heavier loads to two; and the
large awkward loads each te four
. husky Hawaiian men.
AR sorts- of scientific imstruments
g_ included. The most awkward
loads were-parts of a prefabricated’
. house that-was to be assembled atop
" Mauna Loa's summit, more thau

-t T e R Y r -
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13,000 feet zbove ses level and an
estimated 84 hiking miles uphill.

- THIS WAS the U.S. Exploring Ex
pedition’s trek to make scientific in-
vestigations on top of the tallest
mountain on Paclflc islands. Navy Lt.
Charles Wilkes was the leader of both
the expedition and the trek. The U.S.
Congress sponsored the expedition.
Hawaii’s Kamehameta II1 blessed it,
and sent Dr. Gerrit P. Judd from his
staff to be the interpreter, to make
such arrangements-as the borrowing.
of the-seribes from Lahainaluna on
Maui {they wére excused from
schooll, and to be the throne § repre-
sentative. '

Full American governmental and
naval efficiency went into the pian
ning and preparatien of the iniand
excursion that by & o'elock of that
fateful morning in 1840 saw the sup-
plies neatly segregated and arranged
on the Hilo beach.

Supply pﬂes stood on one side, anmd

u;h-&m—-.“mu. ad, &uhm_ﬂa.ﬂ_mwm R e

- mer in a plot to put more American -

.

the hired hands on the other, awaiiing.
matching. The key to the matching
was in the books taken home the eve

ning before by the chief scribe,

KALUMO WAS fuil Hawaiian, a top

. scholar, the chief scribe, and the man

who didn’t show up with the books
that fateful morning. Somebody said

he was off on a drunk.

" There must have been much milling -
around, indecision, and confusjor‘: Y
among the Americans that moriding.
Even the U.8. Consul did not know
what to do as the 200 Hawaiians wait-
ed patiently for word to start earning
their pay. Some official finally said, ..
ngu " -‘ .

In a mob the porters moved in to

- select their loads. As soon as he found
* alight one each man took off on his 84

mile uphill hike; company organiza.
tion, captains, lieutenants, color
codes and numbered loads forgotten. - .
All the big and heavy loads were left - |
on the beach. There were no porters )
left on the beach. kg

CHIEF PEA, the King’S‘ ‘agent 1'11'
Hile, keeper of the royal fishponds in"~
Hilo, and the man who had supplied
the 200 porters, had gone :nland WIth
his men.. ‘

To the rescue now appeared— Chl&‘f
Kanuha, the bossman of the Hilo peo-
ple. Kanuha offered to supply hismen
to transport the rest of the supplies, ..
for a fee of course. Wilkes wrote that - - -
Chief Kanuha ‘‘showed his modesiy
in asking only twice as much as had
been promised to those who had gone
before.” .

Were Pea and Kanuhz in cahoots?
Was chief scribe Kalumo their part.

meney ashore in Hilo?* -,
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